PRESS RELEASE 

27TH MARCH 2007
SECOND PUBLIC HEARINGS

As can be seen from the Programme on website www.compcom.co.za/banking , the Banking Enquiry, formally established by the Competition Commission in August 2006 is being conducted in the following broad stages:

Stage 1 –
August to October 2006: Submissions, Analysis & Research        
Stage 2 – 
November 2006: First Public Hearings
Stage 3 – 
December 2006 to March 2007: Further Analysis and Engagement Stage 4 – 

April to June 2007: Second Public Hearings
Stage 5 – 
July 2007 onwards: Report Writing
During the months of December 2006 to February 2007, the Enquiry’s technical team together with the technical experts that have been engaged have been analysing all the submissions received in greater detail.  Numerous meetings have been held with the major banks and detailed questionnaires have been forwarded to stakeholders to obtain further information and clarity on various aspects of the submission received and on other issues relevant to the Terms of Reference of the Enquiry.

The Enquiry is now in a position to announce that the Second Public Hearings will commence on Tuesday, 3rd March 2007 in the Red Room, First Floor, Competition Commission, DTI Campus, Meintjies Street Pretoria.

Unlike the first public hearings held in November 2006, these hearings will not focus on presentations being made by stakeholders but rather on specific subject matters that have been identified by the Enquiry as requiring further ventilation in a public.  

The subject matters that the Enquiry will be dealing with are:

1. ATM Fees, Customer Allocation and other ATM related issues 

2. Payment Cards and Interchange Fees 

3. The National Payment System 

4. The Level and Structure of Charges 

5. Customer Protection Issues 
These subject matters will be dealt with on the following dates 

(a)
3rd, 4th & 11th April 2007
:
ATM Fees, Customer Allocation 

and other ATM related issues;

(b)
17th, 18th & 19th April 2007
:
Payment Cards and Interchange

(c)
 25th, 28th & 29th May 2007
:
The National Payment System

(d)
5th & 7th June 2007

:
Level and Structure of Charges

(e)
12th & 13th June 2007

:
Customer Protection Issues

(f)
18th, 19th & 21st June 2007
:
Closing Presentations as may be requested by the Panel 

Full details of the subject matters and the parties who will be appearing during the hearings can be found on the Enquiry’s website www.compcom.co.za/banking
All hearings are open to the public unless the Panel directs otherwise

For any queries regarding the hearings pleas contact the following member of the Enquiry:

Mr Keith Weeks 

Technical Team Head

Tel No : 012 39  43258

Cell
: 083 309 3607

Email
: keithw@compcom.co.za
