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What is the size of the medical technology industry and what is its 

impact on the South African economy? 

Over 20 000 jobs supported 

Tax revenue: R 1.86 billion  

Overall economic impact: R 3.88 billion 

R 31.7 million invested in training (CME) 

 

Revenues generated by medical technology 

industry: R 12.1 billion 

 



Why this research? 
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Known the unknowns 

Highlights gaps 

Gives insight into the bigger picture 

       Gives an idea of the segmentation 

 of the market 

One needs to understand numbers and size when talking about  

the industry and engaging with stakeholders 

Ultimately, we needed  

to know what  

we didn’t know 



How did we arrive 

at these results? 
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Information used in this report 

Survey  

47 respondents 

Economic  

Impact Model 

Benchmarking  

countries 



Further Findings 
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Further findings 

■ R 12.1 billion (was R 7 billion in 2009) 
■ Average revenue multinat’s R 283 million 
■ Average revenue local companies R 75.2 million 
■ Most revenue through clients in private sector 

(70% of total revenue) 

■ Most companies actually import over 80% of all 
their products 

■ Export accounts for an average of 14% of 
revenue (8% in 2009) 

■ Of the total exports, 80% is exported to countries 
on the continent 

■ On average: level 4 contributor 
■ Progress has been made since 2009 
■ Further progress expected to be slowed down by 

more stringent BBBEE regulation 

■ Promote local manufacturing 
■ Implement (quality) regulation 
■ Concerns about payment from major payers 
■ Concerns about limited spend on R&D 



Benchmarking 

countries 
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Benchmarking countries 

Size medical tech:  

USD 2.8 b 

 

91% of production to serve the 

local market of which most sales 

to private sector 

Regulated by ANVISA  

 

 

Lessons learnt: 
• Regulatory authority 

• Registration of products – hindering the influx of substandard products 

• In line with international standards for swift go-to-market (Australia) 

• Financing – limits the reliance on government funds for the authority 

• Ombudsman 

• Establishing a free-trade-zone (Brazil) 

• A thriving industry also depends on quality of education (Australia) 

Size medical tech:  

USD 4.5 b 

 

High import, high export 

 

 

Regulated by TGA  

 

 

 



Three key take-

aways 
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Three key takeaways 

Continue the drive for quality regulation 

Use existing innovation platforms and incentivise industry to 

grow R&D investments 

Unite, collaborate and share insights 

1 

2 

3 
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Questions 

SAMED is committed to: 

 

• Ensuring a sustainable medical device 

industry in South Africa 

• Promoting innovation and better patient 

outcomes in a responsible manner and 

• Encouraging ethical principles and 

practices 



Thank you 

Presentation by Sven Byl 

Head of Healthcare and Life Sciences – Africa   

Mobile: +27(0)82 717 6032  

 


