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I would like to start with a warm welcome from me to all of you. 
 
I hope that you will all enjoy your participation in the events that are scheduled in the next 3 
days. 
 
Today’s workshop is the second joint workshop organized by the Commission and CRESSE.  
 
It all began 2 years ago when we started talking to CRESSE and specifically, to Professor 
Yannis Katsoulacos (who unfortunately could not join us today), about developing further 
our links – the links between the Commission and CRESSE go back about 10 years – Our 
objective was to co-organize one-day Review Workshops just prior to the Commission and 
the Tribunal’s Annual Competition Conference.  
 
The idea was to devote a day to presentations, by leading international experts, about the 
latest developments in specific Competition Policy topics, including issues concerning the 
enforcement of Competition Law.  
 
The presentations would provide information in a way that is comprehensible to the wider 
competition community including not just academics but also policy makers and 
practitioners with an economics or a legal background.  
 
Also, we were encouraged by the fact that significant synergies could be achieved if the 
experts contributing to the Workshop also contributed to the Commission and the Tribunal’s 
Annual Conference.  
 
In 2015, we organized the 1st Workshop just prior to the 4th BRICS Conference and I think that 
it was very successful. The presenters at that workshop included Professor Frederic Jenny, 
Professor Joseph Harrington, Professor Tom Ross, Dr Jorge Padilla, Professor William 
Kovacic and Professor Yannis Katsoulacos. 
 
Yongama Njisane, Buhle Nyawo and I have had the pleasure to work with the CRESSE in the 
last few months to organize this 2nd Workshop. 
 
This morning, I would like to thank very warmly Professor Frederic Jenny, Professor Joseph 
Harrington, Professor Marc Ivaldi, Professor Ioannis Lianos, Professor Chiara Fumagalli and 
Professor Heski Bar-Isaac who have agreed to contribute to the Workshop as presenters.  
 
And, I would like to thank Yannis (in his absence) with whom we have cooperated, for a very 
fruitful collaboration and for all his assistance.  
 



I wish to express my thanks to our Commissioners, Tembinkosi Bonakele and Hardin 
Ratshisusu, whose efforts continue to place the Commission at the very top of Competition 
Agencies in the world.  
 
The next 3 days represent our efforts to stay very close to the latest developments in 
economics and in law with relevance to Competition Policy and its enforcement. In this 
regard, I would like to thank the logistics team of Commission who helped us find this venue 
at a short notice. 
 
In closing, here are some of the house keeping issues for today: 
 

- One, each lecture presentation will include a chair whose job is to keep watch of 
time, introduce and facilitate the presentation. 

- Two, I invite you to engage and ask questions or comments. The presenters will 
decide on whether to take questions at the end of the presentation or during the 
presentation itself. 

- Three, our first tea break will be at 10 am for about 30 minutes. 
- Four, the lectures will be a hour long each with exception of the two parallel sessions 

after lunch.  
- Five, one of the parallel sessions is targeting economists and the other is targeting 

lawyers.   
- Six, lunch will be at about 12:30. 
- Seven, at about 18:30 we will have cocktail reception to close of the day. 

 
 
I am confident that today, you will all leave here having learned something new. 
 
Thank you! 


