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Public Invited to Comment on Competition Commission Draft Guidelines 

 

The Commission invites the public to comment on the draft guidelines with regards to the exchange of 

information between competing companies. This is in an effort to provide guidance on what constitutes 

permissible and impermissible exchange of information under the Competition Act.  

 

The Commission has identified a need to provide guidance to both public and other relevant stakeholders, 

like businesses and industry associations, on the type of information exchange that may potentially be 

harmful to competition and the type that may enhance efficiencies. 

 

These guidelines are intended to assist firms, trade / industry associations, regulators and other interested 

stakeholders to make informed decisions about the exchange of information between competitors.  

 

The guidelines present the general approach that the Commission will follow in determining whether 

information exchange between competing companies in a particular market amounts to a contravention of 

section 4 of the Act such as price fixing, market allocation and bid rigging.  

 

From a competition law perspective, “information exchange” refers to sharing information that has a 

particular economic value to a company such as information relating to prices, costs or business strategies.  

 

Information sharing among competitors, in appropriate circumstances, can benefit competitors without 

harming competition. This can include information exchanges on new technologies and research results. 

In such instances, for example, information sharing may result in improved investment decisions and 

benchmarking best practices. 

 

However, information exchange can also be used to facilitate collusive behaviour among competitors, 

ultimately resulting in harm to consumer welfare. The draft guidelines describe information exchanges that 

are prohibited or will be subject to investigation. The principles outlined in the guidelines are based on the 

Commission’s experience through its investigations as well as guidance from other jurisdictions.  

 

The draft guidelines have been published in the Government Gazette on Friday, 14 July 2017 and will also 

be available for download from www.compcom.co.za. Written comments are invited from any interested 

person/s and can be submitted via email to MayaS@compcom.co.za or KorkoiA@compcom.co.za 

 

Alternatively, submissions can be posted to: 

The Competition Commission South Africa  

Private Bag X23  

Lynwood Ridge, 0040 
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The closing date for the submission of comments is 7 September 2017.  

 

 

Issued by:  

Sipho Ngwema, Head of Communications 

On behalf of: The Competition Commission of South Africa 

Tel: 012 394 3493 / 078 048 1213 / 081 253 8889 

Email: SiphoN@compcom.co.za 

 

 

Find us on social media: 

 

Twitter:                   @CompComSA 

Instagram:      Competition Commission SA 

Sound Cloud:         Competition CompComSA 

Facebook, Linkedin and YouTube:   The Competition Commission South Africa 
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