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INTRODUCTION TO THE TOPIC

The Competition Commission (“Commission”) and 
Competition Tribunal (“Tribunal“) are proud to present the 
11th Annual Conference on Competition Law, Economics 
and Policy (“Annual Competition Conference”). The theme 
for this year’s Annual Competition Conference is “The 
Future of Competition Policy”. 2017 marks the eighteenth 
year of the existence of competition authorities in South 
Africa. In this period, significant gains have been achieved 
in the enforcement of competition law in South Africa. 
Alongside this, there have also been global economic 
developments which have had an impact on the domestic 
economy. Globalisation and technological developments 
have affected the world economy and in particular 
competition policy. Some of the evidence of this trend 
can been seen in the number of competition law cases 
which have an international dimension, perhaps partly as 
a consequence of increasing international trade and the 
growth of global supply chains. Similarly, technological 
developments have significantly altered the manner in 
which business is conducted globally and changed the 
dynamics of competition as businesses adopt new models 
and strategies.

This gives rise to critical questions as to how best can 
competition enforcement be optimised and aligned with 
these global developments as well as what changes could 
be usefully effected. 

CONFERENCE TOPICS 

This year’s Annual Competition Conference focuses on 
the following areas of interest: 

Policy developments
•	 Regional competition enforcement – 

developments and challenges.
•	 Competition policy in the context of the 

changing global and economic environment.

Emerging areas of enforcement
•	 Platforms, networks and big data. 
•	 Use or misuse of algorithms. 
•	 Competition, innovation and investment.

Follow-on damaged instituted by parties 
injured by anti-competitive conduct

•	 Private litigation in competition.
•	 Local and global development on follow-on 

damages. 

Cartel enforcement 
•	 Cartel enforcement for deterrence.
•	 Do administrative penalties achieve optimal 

deterrence?
•	 The making of criminalisation provisions in 

South Africa.
•	 Lessons for the future.

The objective of the Annual Competition Conference is 
to bring together renowned specialists in competition 
law and economics in conference to debate. The Annual 
Competition Conference is targeted at academics (with 
a keen interest in the competition enforcement), policy 
makers and practitioners (including competition agency 
officials, competition lawyers and competition economic 
consultants). 

JOINT WORKSHOP

In addition to the Annual Competition Conference, 
the Commission, Tribunal and the Competition and 
Regulation European Summer School will hold a joint 
workshop on “Lectures on Competition Regulation” on 
31 August 2017.

CALL FOR PAPERS – OPEN 

Academics, private practitioners and competition 
officials, both with a legal and an economic background, 
are encouraged to submit their research for inclusion 
in the conference program. We welcome all original 
research. 

Submissions for inclusion in the program (full papers 
or abstracts) may be sent together with the author’s 
address information to: 11ACC2017@compcom.co.za.

The deadline for submission of full papers is 30 June 2017. 
Decisions on provisional acceptance to the program will 
be communicated by 14 July 2017.

MORE INFORMATION 

For more information, please visit the Competition 
Commission website: www.compcom.co.za


