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HEALTH MARKET INQUIRY (HMI) PUBLICATION OF EXPENDITURE ANALYSIS REPORTS  
 
 
The Health Market Inquiry (HMI) Panel has over the past week published a series of eight analytical reports 
based on medical scheme claims for the period 2010-2014. Further work using these data is still underway 
and will be released in due course; in particular geographic analyses and drivers of demand in the private 
health care market. 

The published documents describe the work of the HMI with regard to expenditure analysis and use 
empirical evidence to understand the drivers of the costs of private healthcare in South Africa. 

Two of the reports have been published before “Report on analysis of medical schemes claims data – 
descriptive statistics” and “Report on analysis of claims data – Initial cost attribution analysis”. Based on 
responses to these two documents plus interaction with stakeholders through the HMI data room process, 
these reports have been amended and re-issued.  

In addition a “Response to data room submissions” report has been published in which the comments, 
critique and input received from stakeholders has been addressed. This report is accompanied by a 
Technical Annexure prepared by the HMI’s experts, Willis Towers Watson, which covers the more 
technical issues involved in the analyses. It is aimed at a technical audience. 

The HMI has further published medical schemes data analytical reports with specific focus on the following 
areas of private healthcare: 

 Prescribed minimum benefits (PMB); 

 Funders; 

 Facilities; and 

 Practitioners”. 

The industry claims data from 2010-2014 provides the HMI an opportunity to quantitatively describe and 
understand expenditure trends. An overview to the approach adopted by the Panel and observations made 
to date, further accompanies the above reports. (Copy attached as Annexure A). 

The interpretation of the findings can only be made in conjunction with other information on and evidence 
about the functioning of the market. The HMI interpretation will be provided for comment in the Provisional 
Findings and Recommendations Report, which is still forthcoming. 

 

The above reports are published for public comment and are available on the HMI page of the Competition 
Commission website. 

 

Stakeholders are invited to provide their comments and input to the HMI by  
31 January 2018. 
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For the purposes of facilitating a fair opportunity to comment on the expenditure analyses reports, the HMI 
will allow access to its underlying confidential information used, which will be restricted to external advisers 
of affected groups of stakeholders.  
 
A Notice dated 19 December 2017 informing stakeholders of the said publication, the prescribed data 
access regime and period for comment has also been published on the website. (Copy attached as 
Annexure B) 
 
The publication of the above reports represents an important milestone for the inquiry process and the 
HMI looks forward to meaningful engagement with stakeholders on their contents. 
 
 
[ENDS] 
 
Issued by:  
Sipho Ngwema, Head of Communications 
On behalf of: The Competition Commission of South Africa 
Tel: 012 394 3493 / 078 048 1213 / 081 253 8889 
Email: SiphoN@compcom.co.za 
 
 
Find us on the following social media platforms: 
  
Twitter:                   @CompComSA 
Instagram:      Competition Commission SA 
Sound Cloud:         Competition CompComSA 
Facebook, Linkedin and YouTube:   The Competition Commission South Africa 
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