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WESTERN CAPE HIGH COURT DISMISSES FIRE SPRINKLER INSTALLERS CHALLENGE 

The Commission welcomes the decision of the Western High Court dismissing with costs the application 

by Whip Fire (Pty) Ltd to set aside the Commission’s search warrant and return all electronic data and 

documents seized in August last year.  

On 03 August last year, the Commission carried out simultaneous and co-ordinated search and seizure 

raids at the premises of the Automatic Sprinkler Inspection Bureau (ASIB) as well as 24 its member 

companies. 

Fire Whip, a company based in Brakenfell Cape Town, challenged the search warrants on the basis that 

there were no initiation documents and the allegations were vague and baseless. They also claimed, 

amongst other things, that the integrity process of the searches was questionable. 

In the largest cartel investigation raid in South Africa, companies involved in the supply, installation and 

maintenance of fire control and protection systems situated in the Western Cape, KZN, Eastern Cape and 

Gauteng, were searched.  

The Commission carried out the raids because it has reasonable grounds to believe that the ASIB and its 

members have agreements and/or are engaged in a concerted practice to fix prices and trading conditions, 

divide markets and tender collusively. 

The ASIB rules and standards involve the following, among others: 

1. Installation of the fire control and protection equipment is reserved for ASIB members only to the 

2. exclusion of non-members; 

3. Inspection of installed fire control and protection systems in the industry is reserved for ASIB, to 

the 

4. exclusion of any competent entity; 

5. The ASIB prohibits its members from subcontracting work to non-members; 

6. Members are discouraged from operating in regions where they are not registered; 
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7. ASIB refuses to provide clearance to any installations that have not been carried out by its listed 

members; 

8. The ASIB lists companies as approved suppliers of pipes, pumps and sprinklers. This means that 

installers not registered with the ASIB do not get supplies; and 

9. The ASIB divides installers into different categories, thereby restricting competition among 

installers of fire control and protection systems. 

Several Gauteng companies have admitted to the conduct and have settled with the Commission.  
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