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INTRODUCTION TO THE TOPIC

The Competition Commission (“Commission”) and 
Competition Tribunal (“Tribunal“) are proud to present 
the 12th Annual Conference on Competition Law, 
Economics and Policy (“Annual Competition Conference”). 
The theme for this year’s Annual Competition Conference 
is “20 years of Competition Law in South Africa: Key 
milestones, Developments and Challenges”. 2018 marks 
the twentieth year of the adoption of competition law 
in South Africa. In this period, significant gains have 
been achieved in the enforcement of competition law 
and advancements in jurisprudence have contributed to 
the development of what is considered to be a world-
class body of law in South Africa. This notwithstanding, 
questions remain as to whether the enforcement of 
competition law is achieving the objectives of the 
Competition Act. This gives rise to critical questions as 
to how best can competition enforcement be optimised 
and/or whether there is a need for the re-design of the 
legal framework in order to achieve the desired objectives 
of the law.  

CONFERENCE TOPICS 

This year’s Annual Competition Conference focuses on 
the following areas of interest: 

Economic approaches to the assessment of 
abuse of dominance conduct: is there a need for 
a developmental paradigm shift that is specific to 
developing economies?
•	 This topic seeks to examine whether developing 

economies should adopt a different approach to 
the application of certain tests typical in abuse 
of dominance assessments such as the equal/as 
efficient competitor test or assumptions about entry, 
possibility of public interest considerations in abuse 
of dominance cases, the introduction of ‘by object’ 
provisions for certain types of conduct.

Finalisation of mergers in the presence of serious 
competition and public interest concerns

•	 This topic will assess to what extent are the 
competition authorities too quick to bargain with 
merging parties and too reluctant to prohibit mergers 
that give rise to serious competition and public 
interest concerns.

Improving competitiveness for sustainable and 
inclusive economic growth

•	 This topic will look at the role of State-Owned 
Enterprises on competition in markets and ultimately 
their impact on growth as well as examine the need 

for breaking down of barriers to entry, particularly 
regulatory barriers in order to stimulate competition. 

Jurisprudential developments: are we achieving the 
objectives of the law?

•	 This topic seeks to broadly assess the key judgements 
and jurisprudence that has been developed to date 
and evaluate whether it is in line with the object of 
the law as well as determine whether there is a need 
to redefine the focus our law.

Legislative amendments: Where to from here?
•	 This topic seeks to evaluate what changes are 

needed in the law, if at all, taking into account the 
developments in enforcement to date.

The role of development finance institutions in 
promoting effective entry in strategic markets
•	 This topic will broadly assess the role of development 

finance institutions such as Industrial Development 
Corporation, National Empowerment Fund, and 
others in promoting entry and effective participation 
in markets.

The objective of the Annual Competition Conference is 
to bring together renowned specialists in competition 
law and economics in conference to debate. The Annual 
Competition Conference is targeted at academics (with 
a keen interest in the competition enforcement), policy 
makers and practitioners (including competition agency 
officials, competition lawyers and competition economic 
consultants).  

CALL FOR PAPERS – OPEN 

Academics, private practitioners and competition officials, 
both with a legal and an economic background, are 
encouraged to submit their research for inclusion in the 
conference program. We welcome all original research. 

Submissions for inclusion in the program (full papers or 
abstracts) may be sent together with the author’s address 
information to: yongaman@compcom.co.za.

The deadline for submission of full papers is Friday, 14 
September 2018. Decisions on provisional acceptance 
to the program will be communicated by Monday,                             
01 October 2018.

MORE INFORMATION 

For more information, please visit the Competition 
Commission website: www.compcom.co.za


