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MEDICLINIC-MATLOSANA MERGER PROHIBITED 

 

The Commission welcomes the decision of the Competition Tribunal to prohibit the merger 

between Mediclinic Southern Africa (Pty) Ltd (“Mediclinic SA”) and Matlosana Medical Health 

Services (Pty) Ltd (“MMHS”). 

 

The parties notified the Commission of this large merger on 29 September 2016.     

 

Mediclinic SA is the primary acquiring firm. It operations a private hospital group in South Africa, 

which offers acutemulti-disciplinary private hospital services.   

 

In the North West province, Mediclinic SA owns and operates inter alia Mediclinic Potchefstroom, 

which is a multi-disciplinary private hospital. 

 

MMHS is the primary target firm. Matlosana owns and operates two-multi-disciplinary private 

hospitals in the North West province. They are Wilmer Park and Sunningdale hospitals.4. The 

result of the merger, if approved, would be that post-merger Mediclinic SA will own and operate 

Mediclinic Potchefstroom together with Wilmed Parkand Sunningdale hospitals in the area 

covering the Ditsobotla, City of Matlosanaand JB Marks local municipalities. This area has five 

hospitals – Wilmed Park, Mediclinic Potchefstroom, MooiMed, Life Anncron and Sunningdale 

hospitals. Post-merger, Mediclinic SA would own and operate more than half of the 

multidisciplinary private hospitals located in this area.   

 

The Commission had recommended to the Tribunal that the merger be prohibited.  
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Pursuant to its investigation, the Commission concluded that putting together Mediclinic 

Potchefstroom, Wilmed Park and Sunningdale hospitals will likely lead to a substantial lessening 

of competition in the relevant market.   

 

Healthcare costs are likely to rise, and the incentive to improve non price factors of competition, 

such aspatient experience and quality of healthcare, is likely to diminish. 
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