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LATEST DECISIONS BY THE COMPETITION COMMISSION 

 

1. Key decisions on mergers and acquisitions 

 

1.1  Thesele Power (Pty) Ltd (Thesele) v Talbot & Talbot (Pty) Ltd (Talbot) 

  

The Commission has approved, the proposed merger, without conditions, whereby Thesele intends to 

acquire Talbot. 

 

Thesele Group is an investment holding company and holds interests in companies which provide products 

or services. This includes asset and investment management, provision of financial services, retail of 

commercial and passenger vehicles, wholesale and supply of auto-electric products and truck hire 

services.  

 

Talbot provides sustainable water, wastewater, water recovery, biogas and related energy solutions across 

Africa. The business operates four business units, namely (i) Consulting, which advises clients on their 

exposure to water risks; (ii) Project, is involved in the design and turnkey construction of water and waste 

water treatment; (iii) Operation, provides support to clients for the operation and maintenance and (iv) 

Laboratories, provides environment, chemical and microbiological analyses on various sample matrices 

to a diverse range of customers. 

 

The Commission found that the proposed transaction is unlikely to result in a substantial prevention or 

lessening of competition in the relevant markets. The Commission further found that the proposed 

transaction does not raise any employment and public interest concerns. 

  

1.2 Swan Plastics (Pty) Ltd (Swan Plastics) v DPI Plastics (Pty) Ltd (DPI Plastics) 

 

The Commission has approved, the proposed merger, without conditions, whereby Swan Plastics intends 

to acquire DPI Plastics. 



2 
 

 

 

 

 

Swan Plastics is involved in the manufacture and distribution of Polyvinyl chloride (PVC) pipes and 

injection moulded fittings (plastic pipes and fittings). In addition, Swan Plastics manufactures PVC pipes 

at its KwaZulu-Natal factory and its products are primarily distributed in KwaZulu-Natal but its products are 

available nationally.  

 

DPI Plastics is a wholly owned subsidiary of Distribution and Warehousing Network Limited (DAWN), which 

was supplying PVC and polyethylene pipes and injection moulded fittings (plastic pipes and fittings) for 

various applications, including the civil engineering, building and construction, plumbing, industrial, mining 

and agricultural or irrigation sectors. 

 

The Commission found that the proposed transaction is unlikely to result in a substantial prevention or 

lessening of competition in the relevant markets. The Commission further found that the proposed 

transaction does not raise any employment and public interest concerns.  

 

1.3 Innovative Water Care Global Corporation (IWC) v Arch Chemicals (Pty) Ltd & Others (Pty) 

Ltd (Arch Chemicals SA) 

 

The Commission has approved, the proposed merger, without conditions, whereby IWC intends to acquire 

Arch Chemicals SA. 

 

IWC is a company registered in the United States of America. IWC is among the entities that are directly 

or indirectly controlled, managed and advised by Platinum Equity (Platinum Equity Group). The Platinum 

Equity Group’s global investment business specialises in mergers, acquisition and operation of companies 

that provide services and solutions to customers in a broad range of businesses, including information 

technology, telecommunications, metal services, manufacturing and distribution. 

 

Arch Chemicals SA provide water treatment and pool care products. In respect of water treatment, the 

Target Firms manufacture and supply chemicals for the treatment of surface waters, water for drinking, 

water for food processing and water for industrial applications. Their activity mainly consists of the 

formulation and marketing of chemical products that are used to modify chemical or biological 

characteristics of water intended for a range of purposes. With respect to pool care, the Arch Chemicals 

SA offer water care products and value-added products for residential pools and spas and provide a broad 

range of products to consumers.  

 

The Commission found that the proposed transaction is unlikely to result in a substantial prevention or 

lessening of competition in the relevant markets. The Commission further found that the proposed 

transaction does not raise any employment and public interest concerns. 
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1.4 Ethos Fund VII (Ethos Fund) v Echotel (Pty) Ltd (Echotel) 

 

The Commission has recommended to the Tribunal that the proposed merger, whereby Ethos Fund 

intends to acquire Echotel, be approved, without conditions. 

 

Ethos Fund is a private equity investment fund that compromises various local and foreign limited partners 

(investors).  

 

Echotel is an independent integrator of advanced network and cloud computing services. It offers an 

aggregation of internet service provider services to the South African market.  

The Commission found that the proposed transaction is unlikely to result in a substantial prevention or 

lessening of competition in the relevant markets. The Commission further found that the proposed 

transaction does not raise any employment and public interest concerns. 

 

1.5 African Equity Empowerment Investment Ltd (AEEI) v Saab Grintek Technologies (Pty) Ltd 

(SGT) 

 

The Commission has recommended to the Tribunal that the proposed merger, whereby AEEI intends to 

acquire SGT, be approved, without conditions. 

 

AEEI is a South African based black-owned and black-controlled investment holding company. It has a 

broad investment portfolio, which it categorises according to five broad divisions, namely (i) events and 

tourism, (ii) health and beauty, (iii)  fishing ; (iv) technology; and (v) strategic investments.  

 

SGT is a turnkey solutions integrator specialising in the design, supply, deployment, commissioning and 

maintenance of multi-technology telecommunications system for mobile broadband and converged 

solutions.  

The Commission found that the proposed transaction is unlikely to result in a substantial prevention or 

lessening of competition in the relevant markets. The Commission further found that the proposed 

transaction does not raise any employment and public interest concerns. 

1.6 African Rainbow Minerals Ltd (ARM Group) v Machadodorp Works Ferrochrome and 

Ferromanganese division of Assmang (Pty) Ltd (Target Business) 

 

The Commission has recommended to the Tribunal that the proposed merger, whereby ARM Group 

intends to acquire the Target Business of Assmang, be approved, without conditions.  
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ARM Group is a diversified mining and minerals company. In addition, ARM Group mines produces iron 

ore, manganese ore, chrome ore, platinum group metals, copper, nickel and coal. ARM Group also 

produces manganese and chrome alloys, and has an investment in gold through its shareholding in 

Harmony.  

 

The Target Business is active in the recovery of manganese from historical slag dumps. The recovered 

manganese is used to produce low-grade ferrochrome fines and chips which typically sell for 

approximately 50% of the standard ferrochrome alloys.  

The Commission found that the proposed transaction is unlikely to result in a substantial prevention or 

lessening of competition in the relevant markets given that the Acquiring Group, pre-merger, jointly 

controls the Target Group. The Commission further found that the proposed transaction does not raise 

any employment and public interest concerns. 

 

1.7 NTT Motors Lowveld (Pty) Ltd (NTT Motors) v Southey Street Motors (Pty) Ltd t/a 

Volkswagen and Audi Kimberley (Southey Motors) 

 

The Commission has approved, the proposed merger, without conditions, whereby NTT Motors intends to 

acquire Southey Motors. 

 

NTT Motors is active in vehicle sales; service and repair of motor vehicles; and sales of spare parts and 

accessories. In addition, NTT Motors owns Volkswagen and Audi dealerships in Worcester, Stellenbosch 

and Paarl in the Western Cape, King Williamstown, East London and Mthatha in the Eastern Cape, 

Potchefstroom in the North West as well as Heidelberg and Krugersdorp in Gauteng.  

 

Southey Motors operates as a Volkswagen and Audi motor vehicle dealership in Kimberley, Northern 

Cape. Southey Motors sells new Volkswagen and Audi vehicles as well as other used vehicles; service 

and repair of motor vehicles; and sales of spare parts.  

 

The Commission found that the proposed transaction is unlikely to result in a substantial prevention or 

lessening of competition in the relevant markets. The Commission further found that the proposed 

transaction does not raise any employment and public interest concerns. 

 

1.8 K2018615178 (South Africa) (Pty) Ltd (K2018615178 SA) v Amalgamated Electronic 

Corporation Ltd (Amalgamated Electronic) 

 

The Commission has approved, the proposed merger, without conditions, whereby K2018615178 SA 

intends to acquire Amalgamated Electronic. 
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K2018615178 SA is a global alternative asset manager, which manages funds that invests globally in 

sectors such as corporate private equity, and real estate.  

 

Amalgamated Electronic is involved in the manufacturing and distribution of radio and cellular based 

communicators and associated security sector products such as alarm control panels and key pads; 

window and door contracts; smoke detectors; cellular trans-receivers; and control centre equipment.  

 

The Commission found that the proposed transaction is unlikely to result in a substantial prevention or 

lessening of competition in the relevant markets. The Commission further found that the proposed 

transaction does not raise any employment and public interest concerns. 

 

1.9 Zanlitorque (Pty) Ltd (Zanlitorque) v GD Irons Construction (Pty) Ltd (GD Irons) 

 

The Commission has approved, the proposed merger, without conditions, whereby Zanlitorque intends to 

acquire GD Irons. 

 

Zanlitorque is involved in various activities within the civil engineering sector,providing services such as 

electrical and water reticulation, minor earthworks and storm water drainage installation.  

GD Irons is a building construction company that is active in the general building construction industry 

sector providing residential, industrial and commercial building and construction solutions.  

The Commission found that the proposed transaction is unlikely to result in a substantial prevention or 

lessening of competition in the relevant markets. The Commission further found that the proposed 

transaction does not raise any employment and public interest concerns. 

 

1.10 Newco South Africa (Pty) Ltd (Newco SA) v CBRE Corporate Outsourcing (Pty) Ltd 

(CBRE CO), the Corporate Real Estate Services Division (the CRES Division) of Excellerate 

Real Estate Services (Pty) Ltd (Excellerate Real Estate), Excellerate Facilities Management 

(Pty) Ltd (Excellerate FM), Profica Project Management (Pty) Ltd (PPM) and Excellerate 

MEP Services (Pty) Ltd (Excellerate MEP)  

 

The Commission has approved, the proposed merger, without conditions, whereby Newco SA intends to 

acquire CBRE CO, the CRES Division, Excellerate Real Estate, Excellerate FM, PPM and Excellerate 

MEP (collectively, the Target Firms). 

 

The acquiring group globally provides property and asset management, security services, property 

maintenance and repair services, facilities management, project management and corporate real estate 

services.  
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The Target Firms provide facilities management services, property and asset management services, 

project management services, property development management and technical due diligences. 

 

The Commission found that the proposed transaction is unlikely to result in a substantial prevention or 

lessening of competition in the relevant markets. The Commission further found that the proposed 

transaction does not raise any employment and public interest concerns. 

 

1.11 Macquarie Rotorcraft Leasing Holdings Ltd (Macquarie Rotorcraft) v Waypoint 

Leasing (Ireland) Ltd (Waypoint)in respect of three helicopters indirectly owned by it (the 

Transferred Assets) 

 

The Commission has approved, the proposed merger, without conditions, whereby Macquarie Rotorcraft 

intends to acquire the Transferred Assets. 

 

Macquarie Rotorcraft offers finance and lease solutions for new and used twin-engine helicopters 

internationally, except. Macquire does not conduct any activities in South Africa.  

 

The Transferred Assets are based in South Africa and are leased through Waypoint’s South African 

subsidiary to customers in South Africa. 

 

The Commission found that the proposed transaction is unlikely to result in a substantial prevention or 

lessening of competition in the relevant markets. The Commission further found that the proposed 

transaction does not raise any employment and public interest concerns. 

 

1.12 KFC (Pty) Ltd (KFC) v Lawhill Luxury apartment (Lawhill) 

 

The Commission has approved, the proposed merger, without conditions, whereby KFC intends to acquire 

Lawhill. 

 

KFC is active in the immovable property sector..  

Lawhill comprises of 30 luxury apartment accommodation (located in the V&A Waterfront in Cape Town.  

 

The Commission found that the proposed transaction is unlikely to result in a substantial prevention or 

lessening of competition in the relevant markets. The Commission further found that the proposed 

transaction does not raise any employment and public interest concerns. 
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2 Non Referrals: The Commission has taken a decision to non-refer (not to prosecute) the 

following cases: 

 

2.1 Mr Ntshangase Bhekuphiwe Lucas v Mr Ian Kirk (Sanlam Group CEO) 

The Commission is of the view that the conduct complained of does not contravene the Competition 

Act.  

 

2.2 Bakwena IT Distributors v Micro D LTD 

 

The Commission is of the view that the conduct complained of does not contravene the Competition 

Act.  

 

2.3 Siyabonga Gwala v TelkomSA Soc Limited  

The Commission is of the view that the conduct complained of does not contravene the Competition 

Act. 

 

2.4 Morne Andrews v Personal Managers Association (PMA), South African Guild of Actors 

and South African Screen Federation 

The Commission is of the view that the conduct complained of does not contravene the Competition 

Act. 

 

2.5  City of Cape Town Forensics v Sunrise CC 

The Commission is of the view that the conduct complained of does not contravene the Competition 

Act. 

 

2.6 Mothusi Lucas Tsineng v Multichoice - DSTV 

The Commission is of the view that the conduct complained of does not contravene the Competition 

Act. 

 

[ENDS] 

 

Issued by:  

Sipho Ngwema, Head of Communications 

On behalf of: The Competition Commission of South Africa 

Tel: 012 394 3493 / 081 253 8889 

Email: SiphoN@compcom.co.za 
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