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LATEST DECISIONS BY THE COMPETITION COMMISSION 

 

1. Key decisions on mergers and acquisitions 

 

1.1 Thyssenkrupp AG (tk AG) v The European flat carbon steel business of the Tata Steel 

Group of companies (being Tata Steel Europe Limited and Subsidiaries) (TSE) 

 

The Commission has approved, without conditions, the proposed merger whereby tk AG intends to form 

a joint venture with TSE. 

 

The Tata Steel Limited (TSL) is a global diversified steel producer engaged in the mining of coal and iron 

ore, the manufacture of steel products, and the selling of steel products globally. TSE which is the firm that 

shall be contributed to the joint venture by TSL, produces and supplies a range of carbon steel products 

(including hot-rolled, cold-rolled, metallic coated, galvanised and organic coated carbon steel flat products 

and electrical steel products), carbon steel tubes and steel elements for construction.  

 

The tk AG group of companies, is a diversified industrial group mainly active in the production and trading 

of materials, industrial goods and capital goods and the provision of engineering solutions for industrial 

processes and services for sustainable progress. 

 

The Commission found that the proposed transaction is unlikely to result in a substantial prevention or 

lessening of competition in the relevant markets. The Commission further found that the proposed 

transaction does not raise public interest concerns. 

 

1.2 FLSmidth South Africa (Pty) Ltd (FLS SA) v IMP Holding Company (Pty) Ltd (IMP Holding) 

 

The Commission has approved, without conditions, the proposed merger, whereby FLS SA intends to 

acquire IMP Holding. 
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The FLS Group provides sampling, preparation and analytical equipment (SPA Solutions) to the cement 

and mining sectors. These industries require representation samples of materials which are then collected, 

prepared, processed and analysed in order to determine their characteristics such as chemical 

composition, moisture content and particle size amongst others. The FLS Group provides equipment that 

is used for these purposes. In addition, the FLS Group also provides maintenance and repair of the various 

equipment as well as the provision of spare parts for these equipment.  

 

IMP Holdings controls IMP Laboratory Management Services (Pty) Ltd, IMP Automated Laboratory 

Services (Pty) Ltd, IMP Laboratory Support Services (Pty) Ltd and IMP Automation (Pty) Ltd  (Target 

Business). The Target Business is a supplier of SPA Solutions to the mining industry, with a particular 

focus on iron ore. In addition, the Target Business also provides support services such as personnel who 

operate the SPA Solutions and the training of employees of customers who have in-house SPA Solutions. 

The Target Business also provides maintenance, repairs and the supply of spare parts to customers as it 

relates to SPA Solutions.  

 

The Commission found that the proposed transaction is unlikely to result in a substantial prevention or 

lessening of competition in the relevant markets. The Commission further found that the proposed 

transaction does not raise any public interest concerns.  

 

1.3 K2012150042 South Africa (Pty) Ltd (K2012) v The office letting enterprise known as 

Wanooka Place (Wanooka Place) owned by Wanooka Properties (Pty) Ltd (Wanooka 

Properties) 

 

The Commission has recommended to the Competition Tribunal (Tribunal) that the proposed merger, 

whereby K2012 intends to acquire Wanooka Place from Wanooka Properties, be approved, without 

conditions. 

 

K2012 is a property owning company. K2012 is controlled by Old Mutual Real Estate Holdings Company 

(Pty) Ltd (OMREH). The Old Mutual Group invests in fixed property which primarily includes office, 

industrial, retail and specialised retail property across Gauteng, KwaZulu-Natal, Western Cape and 

Limpopo. Relevant to the proposed transaction, the Old Mutual Group also owns grade A office properties 

located in Pretoria, Sandton, and Rosebank. 

 

Wanooka Place is classified as Grade A office and is located in Parktown, Johannesburg.  

 

The Commission found that the proposed transaction is unlikely to result in a substantial prevention or 

lessening of competition in the relevant markets. The Commission further found that the proposed 

transaction does not raise any employment or public interest concerns. 
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1.4 Swartland Investments (Pty) Ltd (Swartland) v Hydro Doors and Gates (Pty) Ltd (Hydro 

Doors) 

 

The Commission has approved, without conditions, the proposed merger whereby Swartland intends to 

acquire Hydro Doors.  

 

Swartland is a manufacturer and a supplier of wooden and aluminium windows, window frames, doors and 

door frames. It currently operates two manufacturing plants, situated in Moorreesburg and Atlantis in the 

Western Cape.  

 

Hydro Doors is a manufacturer and supplier of garage doors, garage door automation and related garage 

door products. Hydro Doors currently operates a factory in Gauteng and has branches in Cape Town, 

Durban, Mpumalanga and Eastern Cape. 

 

The Commission found that the proposed transaction is unlikely to result in a substantial prevention or 

lessening of competition in any market. The Commission further found that the proposed transaction does 

not raise public interest concerns. 

 

1.5 Senwesbel Ltd and Senwes Ltd (Senwes) v KLK Landbou Ltd (KLK) 

 

The Commission has recommended to Tribunal that the proposed merger, whereby Senwes intends to 

acquire KLK, be approved, without conditions. 

 

Senwes is active in the wholesale and retail supply of agricultural equipment and implements, as well as 

the retail supply of petroleum products through retail service stations. In particular, Senwes operates 

farming requisite stores in Free State, Northern Cape, North West, Gauteng, KZN and Limpopo. Senwes 

also operates 55 fuel service stations in KwaZulu-Natal, Northern Cape, Limpopo and North West. 

 

KLK operates, inter alia, farming requisite stores and 11 fuel service stations in Northern Cape. 

 

The Commission found that the proposed transaction is unlikely to result in a substantial prevention or 

lessening of competition in the relevant markets. The Commission further found that the proposed 

transaction does not raise any employment or public interest concerns. 

 

1.6 Zalorno B.V Limited (Zalorno) v Blue Falcon 222 Trading (RF) (Pty) Ltd (Blue Falcon) 

 

The Commission has recommended to Tribunal that the proposed merger, whereby Zalorno intends to 

acquire Blue Falcon, be approved, without conditions. 
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Zalorno operates internationally as a supplier of raw materials, which include manganese ore, to industrial 

consumers. However in South Africa, Zalorno’s operations are limited to the business of mining metals 

and minerals and energy products. In particular, these activities broadly comprise of coal mining, 

ferrochrome mining and production, integrated vanadium operations (mining of vanadium and producing 

mainly ferrovanadium and vanadium pentoxide) and the production of char and electrode paste.  

 

Blue Falcon is a special purpose vehicle investment company incorporated for the purpose of holding a 

mining right over a manganese ore resource situated in Kuruman, Northern Cape.  

 

The Commission found that the proposed transaction is unlikely to result in a substantial prevention or 

lessening of competition in the relevant markets. The Commission further found that the proposed 

transaction does not raise any employment or public interest concerns. 

 

1.7 Old Mutual Life Assurance Company (South Africa) Limited (OMLACSA) v AE-AMD 

Independent Power Producer 3 (RF) (Pty) Ltd (Herbert) and AE-AMD Independent Power 

Producer 1 (RF) (Pty) (Greefspan) 

 

The Commission has recommended to the Tribunal that the proposed merger, whereby OMLACSA intends 

to acquire Herbert and Greefspan, be approved, without conditions. 

 

OMLACSA is a company incorporated in accordance with the laws of South Africa. OMLACSA is controlled 

by Old Mutual Plc, a firm listed on the London Stock Exchange. OMLACSA controls a number of firms, 

including Herbert and Greefspan. 

 

Herbert and Greefspan are involved in solar renewable energy activities and neither of them control any 

other firms.  

 

The Commission found that the proposed transaction is unlikely to result in a substantial prevention or 

lessening of competition in any relevant market. The Commission further found that the proposed 

transaction does not raise any employment or public interest concerns. 

 

1.8 AFHCO Consortium (Pty) Ltd (Macrovest) v Menlyn East End Development in respect of 

phase 1, 2 and 3 of Menlyn East End Development (the Target Properties) 

 

The Commission has recommended to the Tribunal that the proposed merger, whereby AFHCO 

Consortium intends to acquire the Target Properties, be approved, without conditions. 
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AFHCO Consortium is a developer and investor in affordable housing and commercial property in the. 

 

The Target Properties are comprised of residential rental property units that will be developed and built in 

Garsfontein, Pretoria.  

 

The Commission found that the proposed transaction is unlikely to result in a substantial prevention or 

lessening of competition in any relevant market. The Commission further found that the proposed 

transaction does not raise any employment or public interest concerns. 

 

1.9 STAR Throne Midco DAC (STAR Throne Midco) v ASL Aviation Holdings DAC (ASL) 

 

The Commission has approved, the proposed merger, without conditions, whereby STAR Throne Midco 

intends to acquire ASL. 

 

STAR Throne Midco is primarily involved in the following sectors: (i) healthcare and public services; (ii) 

structured finance; (iii) technology, media and telecom (TMT); (iv) transport and (v) utilities.   

 

ASL is a global aviation services group based in Ireland comprised of multiple companies including eight 

airlines, maintenance facilities and a number of leasing entities. In South Africa, ASL holds a controlling 

interest in Safair Operations, which operates Flysafair, a low-cost airline.  

 

The Commission found that the proposed transaction is unlikely to result in a substantial prevention or 

lessening of competition in any relevant markets. The Commission further found that the proposed 

transaction does not raise any employment or public interest concerns. 

 

1.10 Bering IV Congelados, S.L.U (Bering IV) v Grupo Iberica de Congedalos S.A 

(Iberconsa) 

 

The Commission has approved, the proposed merger, without conditions, whereby Bering IV intends to 

acquire Iberconsa. 

 

Bering IV global investment business which invests in  number of sectors including  (i) computing services; 

(ii) glucose monitoring products and solutions for diabetes; (iii) irrigation systems and related products; 

and (iv) mission-critical infrastructure technologies for vital applications in data centres, communication 

networks and commercial and industrial environments.    

 

Iberconsa is an international business specialising in the supply of frozen seafood products, and in 

particular hake (33%), wild shrimp (45%), squid (10%) and other products (12%). Its activities in South 

Africa comprise of harvesting and processing Cape hake and South African squid.  
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The Commission found that the proposed transaction is unlikely to result in a substantial prevention or 

lessening of competition in any relevant markets. The Commission further found that the proposed 

transaction does not raise any employment or public interest concerns. 

 

1.11 African Wildlife Holdings Partnership (AWH Partnership) v Wilderness Holding 

Limited (Alkara 329) 

 

The Commission has approved, the proposed merger, without conditions, whereby AWH Partnership 

intends to acquire Wilderness. 

 

AWH Partnership is a private investment entity based in the United States of America. AWH Partnership 

has investments in various entities which operate in the following industries, namely infrastructure, real 

estate, food, manufacturing, technology and agriculture. In addition, AWH Partnership does not have any 

business operations in South Africa.   

 

Wilderness is a tourist company and focuses on the management and provision of tourism and safari 

services.  

 

The Commission found that the proposed transaction is unlikely to result in a substantial prevention or 

lessening of competition in any relevant markets. The Commission further found that the proposed 

transaction does not raise any employment or public interest concerns. 

 

1.12 Automobiles Peugeot (AP) v Peugeot Citroen South Africa (Pty) Ltd (PCSA) 

 

The Commission has approved, the proposed merger, without conditions, whereby AP intends to acquire 

PCSA. 

 

AP designs and manufactures automobiles under the Peugeot brand, as well as provide accessories and 

spare parts. It also sells new and used passenger vehicles and offers financing, road side and 

maintenance. AP’s South African activities are conducted through PCSA.   

 

PCSA operates in the automobile industry providing three different types of car brands, namely Peugeot, 

Citroen and the DS Brand. PCSA distributes these vehicles in Gauteng, Western Cape, KwaZulu-Natal 

and Eastern Cape.  

 

The Commission found that the proposed transaction is unlikely to result in a substantial prevention or 

lessening of competition in any relevant markets. The Commission further found that the proposed 

transaction does not raise any employment or public interest concerns. 
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1.13 Main Street 1646 Limited (Propco) v Khula Sizwe Properties (KSP) 

 

The Commission has approved, the proposed merger, without conditions, whereby Propco intends to 

acquire KSP. 

 

Propco is a newly established entity which has been established specifically for the purpose of acquiring 

KSP. Propco currently does not conduct any business activities.  

 

KSP is currently used to conduct the various operations of Barloworld. KSP is comprised of single and 

multi-storey office and industrial properties situated in Johannesburg, Pretoria, Middelburg, Bellville, 

Bloemfontein, Port Elizabeth, Pietermaritzburg and Kuruman. 

 

The Commission found that the proposed transaction is unlikely to result in a substantial prevention or 

lessening of competition in any relevant market. The Commission further found that the proposed 

transaction does not raise any employment or public interest concerns. 

 

1.14 Berry Global Group Inc. (Berry) v RPC Group plc (RPC) 

 

The Commission has approved, the proposed merger, without conditions, whereby Berry intends to 

acquire RPC. 

 

The Berry Group distributes certain plastic packaging products, namely rigid plastic packaging and 

nonwoven and flexible packaging. Rigid plastic packaging is used to package plastic products such as 

containers, drink cups, bottles and vials (plastic bottles used to store doses of medication). Nonwoven and 

flexible packaging are used for packaging food items such as bread, meat, dairy products and frozen 

vegetables.   

 

In South Africa, RPC is active only in the manufacture of plastic packaging and moulds.  

 

The Commission found that the proposed transaction is unlikely to result in a substantial prevention or 

lessening of competition in any relevant markets. The Commission further found that the proposed 

transaction does not raise any employment or public interest concerns. 

 

1.15 AJP Group through Greenstone Crescent Properties (Pty) Ltd (GCP) v Greenstone 

Crescent Shopping Centre (Target Property) 

 

The Commission has approved, the proposed merger, without conditions, whereby GCP intends to acquire 

the Target Property. 
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GCP operates a portfolio of Pick n Pay franchise stores, which are located in retail shopping centres in the 

greater Kempton Park and Edenvale areas. Further, GCP owns various neighbourhood, convenience and 

community shopping centres. These shopping centres are situated in Kempton Park, Boksburg, Edenvale 

and Alberton. Moreover, GCP operates coffee shop outlets trading under the “Hava Java” brand, and Pick 

n Pay express stores.  

 

The Target Property is the Greenstone area on the East Rand in Gauteng Province.  

 

The Commission found that the proposed transaction is unlikely to result in a substantial prevention or 

lessening of competition in any relevant markets. The Commission further found that the proposed 

transaction does not raise any employment or public interest concerns. 

 

1.16 Kutana Steel (Pty) Ltd (Kutana Steel) v Alkara 329 (Pty SVA Holdings (Pty) Ltd (SVA 

Holdings) 

 

The Commission has approved, the proposed merger, without conditions, whereby Kutana Steel intends 

to acquire SVA Holdings. 

 

Kutana Steel has a diverse portfolio of investments and holds interests in a number of entities which are 

active in the following industries, namely, manufacturing, information technology, financial services, 

property and related services, agriculture and food services, steel and construction.  

 

SVA Holdings is an asset protection and risk management company. Through its subsidiaries, SVA 

Holdings provides a number of products and services which include: (i) security solutions (ii) data 

management and business analytics, (iii) forensic services and (iv) risk management advisory 

management services.  

 

The Commission found that the proposed transaction is unlikely to result in a substantial prevention or 

lessening of competition in any relevant markets. The Commission further found that the proposed 

transaction does not raise any employment or public interest concerns. 

 

1.17 Ivlyn No 8 (Pty) Ltd (Ivlyn No 8) v Cresta Corner C/O Emira Property Fund Limited 

(Target Property) 

 

The Commission has approved, the proposed merger, without conditions, whereby Ivlyn No 8 intends to 

acquire Target Property. 
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Ivlyn No 8 is an investment holding company that is involved in the management and letting of retail and 

commercial property. In addition, Ivlyn No 8 owns different types of properties such as retail, light industrial 

and office.  

 

The Target Property is a mixed use property located in Randburg predominately retail space but also 

includes some office space and a gym.  

 

The Commission found that the proposed transaction is unlikely to result in a substantial prevention or 

lessening of competition in any relevant markets. The Commission further found that the proposed 

transaction does not raise any employment or public interest concerns. 

 

1.18 RAM Hand-to-Hand Logistics (Pty) Ltd (RAM Logistics) v Logistics Business of 

RAM Transport (South Africa) (Pty) Ltd (Logistics Business) 

 

The Commission has approved, the proposed merger, without conditions, whereby RAM Logistics intends 

to acquire the Logistics Business. 

 

RAM Logistics is a newly established entity and does not have any business operations. RAM Logistics 

has never conduced any business activities and was incorporated for the proposed transaction.  

 

The Logistics Business is involved in the following activities: (i) courier and express parcel distribution; (ii) 

warehousing and supply chain solutions; and (iii) local and international freight forwarding and cleaning. 

 

The Commission found that the proposed transaction is unlikely to result in a substantial prevention or 

lessening of competition in any relevant markets. The Commission further found that the proposed 

transaction does not raise any employment or public interest concerns. 

 

2 Non Referrals: The Commission has taken a decision to non-refer (not to prosecute) the 

following cases: 

 

2.1 Nicolette Nortje v Telkom Limited 

The Commission is of the view that the conduct complained of does not contravene the Competition Act 

 

2.2 Le Tabac CC v La Toscana Investments 

The Commission is of the view that the conduct complained of does not contravene the Competition Act 

 

2.3     Antonio M. Patricio and Marie de Jager v Star Pops (Pty) Ltd 

The Commission is of the view that the conduct complained of does not contravene the Competition Act 
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2.4      Jonathan Nsingo v James Kamau 

The Commission is of the view that the conduct complained of does not contravene the Competition Act. 

      

2.5     Maztech Consulting & Skills Development CC v Agency for Food Safety & Quality 

The Commission is of the view that the conduct complained of does not contravene the Competition Act. 

 

2.6      Professional Kitchen Solutions v KDH Catering Design Concept 

The Commission is of the view that the conduct complained of does not contravene the Competition Act. 

 

2.7     SMC Draughtec (Pty) Ltd v Cadex Systems South Africa 

The Commission is of the view that the conduct complained of does not contravene the Competition Act. 

   

2.9 Nu-Africa Duty Free Shops (Pty) Ltd, represented by Savage Jooste & Adams v Distell 

Limited 

The Commission is of the view that the conduct complained of does not contravene the Competition Act. 

 

2.10 HJ Jansen van Vuuren v Blitz Fibre (Pty) Ltd 

The Commission is of the view that the conduct complained of does not contravene the Competition Act. 

 

3 Withdrawal: The Commission has taken a decision to accept the withdrawal of the following 

cases 

 

3.1   Ceiling and Partition Warehouse v Marley Building Systems  

The Commission has taken a decision to accept the withdrawal of this complaint.     

 

4 Resolved : The Commission resolved the following cases 

 

4.1 Elizabeth Hlanganani SAThege Renalmed Services and Holdings v Zuid-Afrikaans Hospital 

Sr. Sonnette 

The Commission has resolved the concerns raised in the complaint. 

     

4.2 Pimp My Book (Pty) Ltd v UNISA, UKZN, NMMU, UWC, UFS, UP, Rhodes University and 

Varsity College 

The Commission has resolved the concerns raised in the complaint. 

 

[ENDS] 

 

Issued by:  

Sipho Ngwema, Head of Communications 
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On behalf of: The Competition Commission of South Africa 

Tel: 012 394 3493 / 081 253 8889 

Email: SiphoN@compcom.co.za 

 

Find us on the following social media platforms: 

Twitter:                   @CompComSA 

Instagram:      Competition Commission SA 

Facebook, Linkedin and YouTube:   The Competition Commission South Africa 
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