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LATEST DECISIONS BY THE COMPETITION COMMISSION 

 

1.1 Mphome Agric (Pty) Ltd (Mphome) v The business being disposed of by Silicon 

Smelters (Pty) Ltd  

 

The Commission has approved the proposed merger whereby Mphome intends to acquire certain 

moveable assets and properties from Silicon Smelters, without conditions. The properties consist 

of three timber plantations located in Haenertsburg, Makhado and Morebeng in Limpopo Province 

(the Target Properties). 

 

Mphome is a subsidiary of Africa Forestry Fund II Limited (AFF), a firm incorporated in Mauritius. 

AFF forms part of entities including MTO Forestry (Pty) Ltd, Ramanas Farms (Pty) Ltd, Imvelo 

Forests (Pty) Ltd and Peak Timbers Limited, among others, collectively referred to as the ASF 

Group. 

 

The ASF Group has forestry assets in Tanzania, Gabon, Swaziland and South Africa comprising 

pine (softwood) forestry and timber activities. The ASF Group also holds forestry assets in 

Mpumalanga comprising almost entirely of eucalyptus (hardwood) plantations and some 

downstream processing operations (referred to as the MTO Lowveld Division). Its inland activities 

predominantly comprise of the supply of eucalyptus and pine saw logs, mining timber logs, 

eucalyptus pulpwood and pole logs. 

 

Peak Timbers holds forestry plantations in Swaziland comprising mainly of eucalyptus and some 

pine. Peak Timbers’ activities primarily involve the sale of saw logs, mining timber logs, pulpwood 

and pole logs (including pole logs used for treated transmission poles and treated building and 
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fencing poles). ASF Group is also active at the downstream level in the supply of treated building 

and fencing poles.  

 

The Target Properties are planted with hardwood (eucalyptus and wattle) and softwood (pine) 

trees. The timber products supplied by the Target Properties include saw logs and pole logs. Saw 

logs are used by saw millers to produce furniture, building planks and related products whereas 

pole logs are used by pole treatment plants to produce treated transmission poles and building 

and fencing poles. 

 

The Commission found that there is some horizontal and vertical overlap between the activities 

of the parties, but the proposed transaction is unlikely to result in a substantial prevention or 

lessening of competition in any relevant markets. The Commission further found that the proposed 

transaction does not raise any employment or public interest concerns.  

 

1.2 Namane Logistics (Pty) Ltd (Namane Logistics) v Crossroads Distribution (Pty) Ltd 

(CRD) 

The Commission has recommended that the Competition Tribunal approve the proposed 

transaction whereby Namane Logistics intends to acquire Crossroads Distribution without 

conditions. 

 

The Namane Group is an investment holding firm with interests in the following sectors: 

Healthcare; ICT; Power and Energy; Mining; Logistics; and Infrastructure. Of relevance to the 

proposed transaction are Namane Group’s activities in the mining of coal. The Namane Group 

owns four colliery fields in Mpumalanga.  

 

CRD provides transport services. It focuses on transporting commodities such as fuel, gas, 

chemicals, explosives and general freight. CRD owns 320 trucks which it utilises to render 

transport services. CRD also offers coal transportation services for Namane Commodities, which 

is part of the acquiring firm. This is the only transportation services that CRD renders to Namane 

Group.  

 

The Commission found that the proposed transaction is unlikely to result in a substantial 

prevention or lessening of competition in any relevant markets. The Commission further found 

that the proposed transaction does not raise any employment or public interest concerns.   
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1.3 Arnot Opco (Pty) Ltd (Arnot Opco) v The Business Operated by Exxaro Coal 

Mpumalanga (Pty) Ltd at the Arnot Colliery (Arnot Coal Mine) 

 

The Commission has unconditionally approved the proposed merger whereby Arnot Opco intends 

to acquire Arnot Coal Mine. 

Arnot Opco is a newly established firm which currently does not conduct any business activities. 

The firms controlling Arnot Opco are involved in the exploration, mining, processing, supply, sales 

and distribution of coal and coal-related products, including the production and supply of thermal 

coal.  

Arnot Coal Mine is an open cast and underground coal mine situated near the town of Hendrina, 

Mpumalanga.  

The Commission found that the proposed transaction is unlikely to result in a substantial 

prevention or lessening of competition in any relevant markets. The Commission further found 

that the proposed transaction does not raise any employment or other public interest concerns.  

 

1.4 PPG Coatings South Africa (Pty) Ltd (PPGCSA) v Balco Investments (Pty) Ltd (Balco 

Investments)  

The Commission has unconditionally approved the proposed merger whereby PPGCSA intends 

to acquire Balco Investments. 

PPGCSA manufactures coatings for aerospace, packaging, industrial, automotive and refinish 

application and supplies automotive refinish coatings and original automotive coatings. PPGCS’s 

refinish coatings are distributed through distributors such as Balco and other independent 

distributors.   

Balco Investment is a distributor of automotive refinish products, such as primers, topcoats, base 

coats and clear coats, as well as sanding discs, masking tape, sand paper, polishes, compounds 

and body fillers. Balco Investments is active in Gauteng, North West, Limpopo, Mpumalanga and 

the Eastern Cape. 

The Commission found that the proposed transaction is unlikely to result in a substantial 

prevention or lessening of competition in any relevant markets. The Commission further found 

that the proposed transaction does not raise any employment or public interest concerns.   
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1.5 Zaad Holdings Limited (Zaad) v GAP Chemicals (Pty) Ltd (GAP)  

The Commission has recommended that the Tribunal approve the proposed transaction whereby 

Zaad intends to acquire GAP without conditions. 

Zaad is a holding company and is therefore not active in any market. Through its subsidiaries, 

Zaad operates in the specialised agri-inputs industry by breeding, producing, processing and 

distributing a broad range of agricultural seeds and chemicals. Zaad is also active in the 

development and distribution of hard and soft agrochemicals. Of relevance to the proposed 

transaction, Zaad; through Hygrotech Properties (Pty) Ltd (Hygrotech), supplies agrochemicals, 

including fungicides, adjuvants and plant nutrition products. 

GAP, through Farm-Ag, formulates and supplies agrochemicals. 

The Commission found that the proposed transaction is unlikely to result in a substantial 

prevention or lessening of competition in any relevant markets. The Commission further found 

that the proposed transaction does not raise any public interest concerns.  

 

1.6 Vodacom Group Ltd (Vodacom) v 10T Holdings (Pty) Ltd and IoT.nxt B.V (IoT.nxt)  

The Commission has approved the proposed merger whereby Vodacom intends to acquire 

IoT.nxt with conditions. 

Vodacom is a mobile telecommunications network operator providing voice and data services. 

Vodacom’s core consumer products and services include voice, messaging, and data across 

mobile and fixed networks. 

IoT.nxt provides hardware and software which is used in providing IoT solutions. The hardware 

provided by the IoT.nxt include smart sensors and IoT gateways. Smart sensors are devices that 

collect information from a physical environment and use the data to perform a pre-defined function 

before passing the data on. IoT gateways are physical devices embedded with software programs 

that serve as connection points and allow interconnectivity between sensors, controllers, the 

cloud and intelligent devices.   

The Commission found that Vodacom may have the incentive to bundle their offerings of voice, 

data and IoT services post-merger to the exclusion of non-vertically integrated rivals. This concern 

was also raised by other market participants whom the Commission engaged with during its 

investigation. 
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To address the above concerns, the Commission and the merging parties have agreed to a 

remedy which will ensure that: 

(i) IoT.nxt’s products and services will continue to be made available to all customers on 

non-discriminatory terms post-merger. Specifically, IoT.nxt will not supply its products 

and services exclusively to Vodacom post-merger. 

 

(ii) IoT.nxt’s customers will not be required to procure connectivity services from Vodacom 

when procuring gateways, edge platforms and/or cloud orchestration products and 

services from IoT.nxt post-merger. 

The Commission further found that the proposed transaction does not raise any public interest 

concerns.  

 

1.7 KIC SA (Pty) Ltd (KIC) v Whirlpool South Africa (Pty) Ltd (Whirlpool)  

The Commission has unconditionally approved the proposed merger whereby KIC intends to 

acquire Whirlpool. 

KIC is a newly formed entity for the purposes of acquiring the proposed merger and does not 

conduct any activities in South Africa.  

Whirlpool is involved in the manufacturing and distribution of KIC branded “white goods” such as 

refrigerators, freezers, washing machines and stoves under the KIC brand in South Africa. 

The Commission found that the proposed transaction is unlikely to result in a substantial 

prevention or lessening of competition in any relevant markets. The Commission further found 

that the proposed transaction does not raise any employment or other public interest concerns. 

 

1.8 Merlox (Pty) Ltd (Merlox) v Mea Aqua Africa (Pty) Ltd (MAA)  

The Commission has unconditionally approved the proposed merger whereby Merlox intends to 

acquire MAA. 

Merlox does not supply any products or services but holds and manages investments in property.   

MAA’s main business consists of the supply of water services nationally. These services include 

the following: (i) construction of water plant and pipelines in the municipal sector; (ii) water 

maintenance, operations and refurbishment in the municipal sector. 



6 
 

 

 

 

The Commission found that the proposed transaction is unlikely to result in a substantial 

prevention or lessening of competition in any relevant markets. The Commission further found 

that the proposed transaction does not raise any employment or other public interest concerns. 

 

1.9 King Price Financial Services (Pty) Ltd (King Price) v Standard General Insurance 

Company Ltd (Stangen)  

The Commission has unconditionally approved the proposed merger whereby King Price intends 

to acquire Stangen. 

King Price is involved in the provision of a short-term insurance products. 

Stangen is a long-term insurance products provider.  

The Commission found that the proposed transaction is unlikely to result in a substantial 

prevention or lessening of competition in any relevant markets. The Commission further found 

that the proposed transaction does not raise any employment or other public interest concerns. 

 

1.10 The Trawaral Trust (Trawaral) v Smart Office Connexion Group Holdings (Pty) Ltd 

(SOX)  

The Commission has unconditionally approved the proposed merger whereby Trawaral intends 

to acquire SOX. 

Trawaral offers telecommunication, print, software and IT services, solutions and consumables. 

SOX provides integrated, automated and connected digital office solutions to small, medium and 

enterprise clients. Its core business is the designing, implementing, financing and supporting of 

printers, managed print environments and document management solutions. 

The Commission found that the proposed transaction is unlikely to result in a substantial 

prevention or lessening of competition in any relevant markets. The Commission further found 

that the proposed transaction does not raise any employment or other public interest concerns. 

 

1.11 Renton BidCo B.V c/o Triton Managers V Limited and TFF V Limited (Renton 

BidCo) v River Acquisition B.V. (River Acquisition)  
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The Commission has unconditionally approved the proposed merger whereby Renton BidCo 

intends to acquire River Acquisition.  

Renton BidCo is an investment company that is involved in : (i) the supply of reusable plastic 

containers for fruit exports to retailers in Europe through IFCO; and (ii) the supply of linear motion 

components such as ball and roller screws, linear guides and actuators .  

In South Africa, River Acquisition is involved in the distribution and servicing of branded machinery 

and equipment and/ or the delivery of concepts for agriculture, landscape maintenance (turf and 

golf courses), material handling, power generation and civil engineering. This includes equipment 

such as turf mowers, golf carts, earth moving equipment and off-road vehicles. 

The Commission found that the proposed transaction is unlikely to result in a substantial 

prevention or lessening of competition in any relevant markets. The Commission further found 

that the proposed transaction does not raise any employment or other public interest concerns. 

 

1.12 Master Tyre Properties (Pty) Ltd (MTP) v Property at 166 Gunner’s Circle, Cape 

Town (the Property) and the associated rental enterprise (Rental Enterprise)  

The Commission has unconditionally approved the proposed merger whereby MTP intends to 

acquire the Property and Rental Enterprise (Target Business) without conditions. 

MTP is a privately-held industrial property investment company. MTP property portfolio consists 

of industrial properties which are situated in the Western Cape, Northern Cape and Gauteng 

provinces. Its properties are rented out to commercial tenants in order to generate rental income.  

The Target Business is a light industrial property in Epping, Western Cape Province.  

The Commission found that the proposed transaction is unlikely to result in a substantial 

prevention or lessening of competition in any relevant markets. The Commission further found 

that the proposed transaction does not raise any employment or other public interest concerns 

 

1.13 Solena Property (Pty) Ltd (Solena) v Motifprops 77 (Pty) Ltd (Motifprops 77)  

The Commission has unconditionally approved, the proposed merger whereby Solena intends to 

acquire Motifprops 77. 
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Solena’s activities in South Africa include the provision of line-haul transportation (long distance 

and cross border road transport services) services in respect of equipment, chemicals and 

consumables as well as minerals and freight forwarding.  

Motifprops 77 is a light industrial property in City Deep, Johannesburg. 

The Commission found that the proposed transaction is unlikely to result in a substantial 

prevention or lessening of competition in any relevant markets. The Commission further found 

that the proposed transaction does not raise any employment or public interest concerns.  

 

2 Non-Referrals: The Commission has taken a decision to non-refer (not to prosecute) 

the following cases: 

 

2.1 MJ Van Stade v ASLA Construction / VSR Digging CC / Mrs G.A Marincowitz / 

Wilgemond Pase CC   

 

The Commission is of the view that the conduct complained of does not contravene the 

Competition Act. 

 

2.2 Andrew McGregor v Department of Tourism 

The Commission is of the view that the conduct complained of does not contravene the 

Competition Act. 

 

2.3 Prof Durand v Netcare 

The Commission is of the view that the conduct complained of does not contravene the 

Competition Act. 

 

2.4 Jared Barrett v Department of Trade and Industry film division 

The Commission is of the view that the conduct complained of does not contravene the 

Competition Act. 

 

[ENDS] 

Issued by:  

Sipho Ngwema, Head of Communications 

On behalf of: The Competition Commission of South Africa 
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