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BRENNER MILLS AGREES TO PAY R12 MILLION FOR CARTEL CONDUCT 

 

The Commission has concluded a consent agreement with Brenner Mills (Pty (Brenner Mills) in a price-

fixing case which has seen large milling companies collectively paying up to R600m in fines. The company 

has agreed to pay a penalty following its admission to its involvement in the maize milling cartel. 

 

Brenner Mills (Pty) Ltd, one of the smaller maize milling firms, is the latest company to admit to colluding 

with other maize milling companies between 1999-2007 to fix the price of milled white maize for human 

consumption as well as the dates when new pricing would be implemented. It has agreed to pay 

R12 000 872.00.  

 

This brings the collective amount to R612m since the cartel was discovered in 2007. The agreement has 

been referred to the Competition Tribunal for confirmation.  

 

To date, the Commission has concluded settlement agreements with Foodcorp (Pty) Ltd (R88.5m); 

Pioneer Foods (Pty) Ltd (R500m), Carolina Roller Meule (Pty) Ltd (R4.4m); and Keystone Milling (Pty) Ltd 

(R6.7m); Bothaville Mills (Pty) Ltd (R4.2 m) and Blinkwater Mills (R10m). The case dates back to 2007 

when the Commission received a corporate leniency application from Premier Foods, which was 

corroborated by a further leniency application filed by Tiger Brands in the same year.  

 

The Commission launched an investigation against Tiger Brands, Pioneer Foods, Foodcorp, Pride Milling 

and Progress Milling. Other industry players were later also investigated and include Blinkwater, Godrich, 

TWK, Keystone, Westra, Carolina Mills, Brenner, Paramount, NTK, and Bothaville. 

 

Tiger Brands Limited and Premier Foods (Pty) Ltd were granted conditional immunity in terms of the 

Commission’s corporate leniency policy.  

 

The Commission will prosecute the remaining respondents, unless they come forward to take advantage 

of the settlement regime designed for firms involved in this cartel 
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Find us on the following social media platforms: 

Twitter:                   @CompComSA 

Instagram:      Competition Commission SA 

Sound Cloud:         Competition CompComSA 

Facebook, Linkedin & YouTube:   The Competition Commission South Africa 


