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LATEST DECISIONS BY THE COMPETITION COMMISSION 

 

1. Key decisions on mergers and acquisitions 

 

 

1.1 LCPROPCO96 (Pty) Ltd v Montagprop (Pty) Ltd 

 

The Commission has approved the proposed merger, without conditions, whereby LCPROPC096 (Pty) 

Ltd (LCPROPC096) intends to acquire Montagprop (Pty) Ltd (Montagprop). 

 

Montagprop conducts the business of acquiring, developing and managing properties within South Africa.  

 

The Commission found that the proposed transaction is unlikely to substantially prevent or lessen 

competition in any market. In addition, the proposed transaction does not raise any public interest 

concerns. 

 

 

1.2 Robert Bosch GmbH v Hytec Holdings (Pty) Ltd  

 

The Commission has approved the proposed merger, without conditions, whereby Robert Bosch GmbH 

(Bosch), through its subsidiary, Robert Bosch Holding Nederland BV (Bosch Nederland), intends to 

acquire Hytec Holdings (Pty) Ltd (Hytec). 

 

The proposed transaction is the second step of a transaction that was unconditionally approved by the 

Commission in 2014, whereby Bosch, through its subsidiary Bosch Nederland, acquired 50% of the issued 

shares in Hytec (‘First Step’). At the time when the First Step was notified to the Commission, it was 

envisaged that within 3 years, thereafter, Bosch would acquire the remainder of the issued shares in Hytec. 

 

 Of relevance to the proposed transaction are Bosch’s activities in the supply of drive and control products 

which include, hydraulic and pneumatic equipment, automation components, cylinders and spare parts. 

These components are used in mobile applications, machinery applications and engineering, factory 

automation and renewable energy production. 

 

Hytec, a private South African company, is jointly controlled by Bosch and Tesuco Holdings (Pty) Ltd. 

Hytec is active in the distribution of fluid power and automation systems and component parts, assembly 

and installation of systems and the provision of power fluid systems. It also provides servicing and repair 

services of power fluid automation systems which are extensively used in manufacturing, construction, 

transportation, agriculture, mining, military operations, health and recreation. 
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The Commission found that the proposed transaction is unlikely to substantially prevent or lessen 

competition in any market. In addition, the proposed transaction does not raise any public interest 

concerns. 

 

 

1.3 Long4Life Ltd v Chill Holdings Ltd  

 

The Commission has approved the proposed transaction, without conditions, whereby Long4Life Limited 

(Long4Life) intends to acquire Chilling Holdings (Pty) Ltd (Chill Holdings). 

Long4Life is an investment holding company with investments primarily in canning, health, beauty, outdoor 

and sports apparel. Inhle, a subsidiary of Long4life, specialises in canning and bottling of non-alcoholic 

beverages from its operations in Heidelberg, Gauteng.    

 

Chill Holdings is a bottling and canning facility in Stellenbosch. It is engaged in product formulation, 

manufacturing, warehousing, sales, marketing and the distribution of unique beverage ranges. Chill 

holdings also engages in the bottling and canning of alcoholic and non-alcoholic beverages.  

 

The Commission found that the proposed transaction is unlikely to substantially prevent or lessen 

competition in any market. In addition, the proposed transaction does not raise any public interest 

concerns. 

 

 

1.4 Magotteaux International SA v The Grinding Media Division of Scaw SA  

 

The Commission has approved the proposed merger, without conditions, whereby Magotteaux 

International SA (Magotteaux) intends to acquire a 15% interest in and acquire management control in 

Grinding Media South Africa (Pty) Ltd (GM Newco) which was formerly the grinding media business 

division of Scaw South Africa (Pty). 

 

Magotteaux, a Belgian company, has various divisions which focus on the provision of services and 

products required in the mining sector. Magotteaux is a world-leading supplier of process optimization 

products & services for high-abrasion extracting industries, including grinding media.  Grinding media are 

balls varying in size that are either cast or forged from materials such as high or low chromium, steel, iron 

or ceramics.  The grinding media is used to crush or grind materials such as cement and minerals. Locally, 

Magotteaux’s South African operations are conducted through its wholly-owned and South African 

incorporated subsidiary, Magotteaux (Pty) Ltd.  Magotteaux’s principal revenue in South Africa is derived 

from the royalties and commissions earned from licensing its high chrome grinding media to GM Newco. 

 

GM Newco and is controlled by the Industrial Development Corporation of South Africa Limited (IDC). It 

produces both forged grinding media and high chrome grinding media (produced under license from 

Magotteaux) which it supplies primarily to the mining and coal power generation industries. 

 

The Commission found that the proposed transaction is unlikely to substantially prevent or lessen 

competition in any market. In addition, the proposed transaction does not raise any public interest 

concerns. 
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1.5 SA Retail Properties (Pty) Ltd v Silver Crown  Trading 27 (Pty) Ltd, Storage Genie (Pty) Ltd 

and related parties in respect of 6 storage unit properties  

 

The Commission has recommended to the Tribunal that the proposed merger be approved, with 

conditions, whereby SA Retail Properties (Pty) Ltd (SAR) intends to acquire 6 (six) self-storage facilities 

from Silver Crown Trading 27 (Pty) Ltd (Silver Crown) and its subsidiaries, including Storage Genie (Pty) 

Ltd (Storage Genie). 

 

SAR is a wholly owned subsidiary of the SA Corporate Real Estate Limited (SACREL), a JSE listed Real 

Estate Investment Trust. SAR owns commercial properties and various storage units.  

 

The primary target firm is Silver Crown, in terms of six self-storage facilities. Silver Crown directly and 

indirectly controls the following companies: Storage Genie (Pty) Ltd; Vigasat (Pty) Ltd; Aztitone (Pty) Ltd; 

SAC Storage (Pty) Ltd; and Lykoi (Pty) Ltd. The target group carries on business as a developer and 

manager of storage units. 

 

The proposed transaction entails the acquisition of future storage units through a partnership agreement 

between the merging parties. The Commission has found that the merging parties do not yet know where 

the future storage units will be developed. In addition, the merging parties do not have an indication of 

what the size of each Future Storage Unit will be at the completion of the future development. As a result, 

the Commission is unable to calculate the future concentration levels of self-storage property at a particular 

area and/or to assess other factors in the market.  

 

The Commission cannot, therefore, at this stage determine the competitive effects of any future 

acquisitions of storage units that may occur between the merging parties. In order to remedy any potential 

competition concerns that may arise, the Commission recommends that the proposed transaction be 

approved on condition that all acquisitions which will occur between the merging parties, including small 

mergers, which will take place between them for the duration of the partnership arrangement be notified 

to the Commission for approval.  

 

 

1.6 Fortum Deutschland SE v Uniper SE  

 

The Commission has approved the proposed merger, without conditions, whereby Fortum Deutschland 

SE (Fortum) intends to acquire Uniper SE (Uniper). 

 

Fortum is a German company which is not active in South Africa. Fortum Corporation has operations in 

10 countries with its principal activities being in power and heat generation and sales in respect of which 

it has 129 hydro power plants as well as 20 combined heat and power condensing and nuclear power 

plants, predominantly located in Europe and Russia.  

 

Uniper is a German company involved in energy sales, energy storage solutions, and energy engineering 

services. In South Africa, Uniper is active through its subsidiary Uniper Energy Southern Africa (Pty) Ltd.  

 

The Commission found that the proposed transaction is unlikely to substantially prevent or lessen 

competition in any market. In addition, the proposed transaction does not raise any public interest 

concerns. 
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2. Non Referrals: The Commission has taken a decision to non-refer (not to prosecute) the 

following cases: 

 

2.1  Collision Repairs Association v Motor Industry Ombudsman  

The Commission is of the view that the conduct complained of does not contravene the Competition Act. 

 

2.2  David Thornburn Humphrey v Paint Manufacturers 

The Commission is of the view that the conduct complained of does not contravene the Competition Act. 

 

2.3  Blue Sky Environmental Technologies (Pty) Ltd v Engen Petroleum (Pty) Ltd 

The Commission is of the view that the conduct complained of does not contravene the Competition Act. 

 

2.4  Ayanda Ike Kandane v Mercedes Benz South Africa 

The Commission is of the view that the conduct complained of does not contravene the Competition Act. 

 

2.5  Anonymous v Andre Die Wet 

The Commission is of the view that the conduct complained of does not contravene the Competition Act. 

 

2.6  Bellion Ndzakayi v Western Cape Department of Human Settlements 

The Commission is of the view that the conduct complained of does not contravene the Competition Act. 

 

2.7  Catharina Cecilia Dewar v Property Owners Hyprop, Atterbury, Abacus, Growth Point, 

Security Owners ADT, Fidelity, Servest and Bidvest 

The Commission is of the view that the conduct complained of does not contravene the Competition Act. 

 

 

[ENDS] 
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