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LATEST DECISIONS BY THE COMPETITION COMMISSION 

 

1. Key decisions on mergers and acquisitions 

 

1.1 Mediclinic Southern Africa (Pty) Ltd (Mediclinic) v Intercare Group Hospital Holdings (Pty) 

Ltd (IGH) 

 

The Commission has approved, without conditions, the proposed transaction whereby Mediclinic, intends 

to acquire IGH. 

 

Mediclinic offers acute multidisciplinary private healthcare services throughout South Africa. These 

hospitals provide a range of general and specialised medical care facilities and services. Of relevance to 

the proposed transaction are also Mediclinic’s day hospitals. Mediclinic owns and manages two 

multidisciplinary day hospitals in Polokwane, Limpopo and Durbanville, Cape Town. Mediclinic’s day 

hospitals cover a broad range of disciplines including ear, nose and throat surgery (ENT), dental, 

cardiology, gynaecology, urology, general surgery, physician, orthopaedic surgery and plastic surgery. 

 

IGH operates four day hospitals and four sub-acute and rehabilitation hospitals in South Africa. The day 

hospitals are located in Irene (Centurion), Hazeldean (Pretoria), Sandton (Johannesburg) and Century 

City (Cape Town). The day hospitals carry out outpatient day surgery procedures that do not require an 

overnight hospital stay. IGH’s day hospitals cover a broad range of disciplines including ENT, 

ophthalmology, gynaecology, urology, general surgery (gastroscopy, colonoscopy, hernia repair, excision 

of breast lump and incision and drainage of abscess), orthopaedic surgery and plastic surgery. IGH’s sub-

acute and rehabilitation hospital provide an inpatient programme for patients who have suffered an acute 

event as a result of an illness; injury or disease; have a determined course of treatment; and do not require 

intensive diagnostic or invasive procedures. IGH’s sub-acute hospitals are located in Irene (Centurion), 

Hazeldean (Pretoria), Sandton (Johannesburg) and Tyger Valley (Cape Town). 
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There is no significant market accretion arising in all the areas where Mediclinic is acquiring day care and 

sub-acute facilities from IGH. Moreso, Mediclinic is generally cheaper than IGH especially in relation to 

day care services. None of the medical schemes raised concerns relating to negative tariff or pricing effects 

arising as a result of the proposed merger. The Commission however considered whether the proposed 

transaction is likely to result in an oversupply of particular bed types within Mediclinic’s facilities such that 

practitioners could be incentivised to induce demand patterns post-merger. For instance, if there is an 

oversupply of certain types of beds, practitioners may be incentivised to increase the rate of admission or 

length of stay in a particular ward/s. In addition, by potentially shifting day case procedures to the day 

hospitals, Mediclinic could utilise its current day beds in its acute facilities for acute services. However, the 

Commission found that currently, there are alternative viable service providers who patients and medical 

aid schemes could turn to in all the areas where Mediclinic is purchasing additional capacities. The 

presence of these alternatives service providers is likely to pose a competitive constraint to Mediclinic 

post-merger. 

 

The Commission was also concerned with the growth of Mediclinic through acquisitions over time. The 

Commission found that although the current transaction does not result in a substantial increase in 

concentration for day care services, the Commission is concerned that should such acquisitions continue 

over time, this may result in increases in the costs for day care services in future.  

 

The Commission also assessed the likelihood of foreclosure in relation to rival sub-acute facilities. The 

Commission found that there are a number of alternative acute facilities in the relevant markets. As such, 

it is unlikely that the proposed transaction would result in any foreclosure concerns. 

 

The Commission found that the proposed transaction does not result in employment concerns. There are 

no other public interest concerns likely to arise from the proposed transaction.  

 

1.2 Melrose Industrial PLC (Melrose) v GKN PLC (GKN) 

 

The Commission has approved, with conditions, the proposed transaction whereby Melrose, intends to 

acquire GKN.  

 

Melrose has two operating businesses namely Brush Electrical Machines Limited (Brush) and Nortek Inc. 

(Nortek). Nortek is a global, diversified group of companies which manufactures innovative air 

management, security, home automation and ergonomic and productivity solutions. Brush is an 

independent manufacturer of electricity generating equipment for the power generation, industrial, oil and 

gas and offshore sectors. Brush primarily produces and sells generators, control systems, transformers, 

switchgear, mobile generators and after-market solutions. 
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GKN is a global engineering business active in three product areas that include aerospace, driveline and 

powder metallurgy. In addition, GKN is also active in the production of cylinder liners as well as wheels, 

chassis frames, structural assemblies, and powertrains for off-highway vehicles, and freight services. GKN 

operates through its aerospace, driveline and powder metallurgy division. In South Africa, GKN SA is only 

active in the powder metallurgy division and manufacturers and supplies stainless and non-stainless 

sintered components. The non-stainless steel products comprise of shock absorbers components, 

sprockets, pulleys and bearings. The stainless steel products comprises of sensor bosses, flanges, lock 

components and pump components. In addition, GKN SA manufactures and supplies bronze and stainless 

filters. 

 

The Commission found that it is unlikely that the proposed merger will lead to a substantial prevention or 

lessening of competition in any relevant market.  However, the Commission found that the proposed 

transaction raises public interest concerns in that the merging parties were unclear on the impact of the 

proposed transaction on employment. In light of the above, the Commission and the merging parties 

agreed on conditions which will ensure that those employees of the target firm who do not form part of 

management are not retrenched as a result of the proposed transaction for a period of 2 years from 

implementation date. The Commission therefore approves the proposed merger subject to the 

abovementioned conditions. 

 

1.3 Super Group Dealerships, a division of Super Group Trading (Pty) Ltd (Super Group) v The 

business of Mercedes-Benz Commercial Vehicles operated by MH Cloete Enterprises (Pty) 

Ltd (MH Cloete) in Somerset West, Western Cape Province (Pty) Ltd (KM)   

 

The Commission has approved, without conditions, the proposed transaction whereby Super Group, 

intends to acquire MH Cloete. 

 

Super Group is active in the sale of new and pre-owned vehicles, parts and accessories and after-market 

service. In addition, the Super Group assists customers with acquiring consumer credit, insurance 

products, fleet management services and car rental. Super Group dealerships sell vehicle brands such as 

Audi, Isuzu, Ford, Hino, Honda, Jeep, Lexus, Mercedes Benz, Land Rover, Volvo, Suzuki, Ford, Mazda 

and Volkswagen. Super Group operates 9 (nine) motor dealerships in the Western Cape Province.   

 

MH Cloete, is trading as Rola Motors Commercial Vehicles (Rola CV). Rola CV sells new and pre-owned 

Mercedes-Benz light commercial vehicles and Mercedes-Benz and Fuso medium and heavy commercial 

vehicles. It is situated in Somerset West, Western Cape Province. Its key service offerings consist of the 

sale of vehicles, a service department and a parts department. In addition, Rola CV it offers customers 

access to financial services related to the purchase of vehicles, by acting as an intermediary. 
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The Commission found that the proposed transaction is unlikely to substantially prevent or lessen 

competition in any market. In addition, the proposed transaction does not raise any public interest and 

employment concerns. 

 

1.4 Off The Shelf Investments 56 (RF) (Pty) Ltd (OTS) v Chevron South Africa (Pty) Ltd (CSA) 

 

The Commission has recommended to the Competition Tribunal (Tribunal) that the proposed merger be 

approved, with conditions, whereby OTS intends to acquire CSA. 

 

OTS is a Broad-Based Black Economic Empowerment consortium. CSA is active in the market for the 

refining and production of petroleum products at its Cape Town refinery and lubricants manufacturing plant 

in Durban. CSA is also involved in the markets for (i) retail, marketing and distribution of petroleum 

products and (ii) commercial wholesale, marketing and distribution of petroleum products. CSA competes 

with other oil companies such as Engen, BP, Shell, Total and Sasol.  

 

The Commission found that the proposed transaction raises public interest concerns in the form of impact 

on employment, impact on industrial sector or region and the impact on the ability of small businesses to 

become competitive. As such, the Commission recommends that the proposed merger be approved 

subject to a number of conditions aimed at addressing the identified public interest issues. The conditions 

include amongst others (i) preservation of jobs post-merger; (ii) continuation with CSA retirees’ medical 

aid subsidy; (iii) establishment of a development fund focussed on inter alia the development of small 

businesses and black-owned businesses; (iv) continuation of CSA’s branded marketer programme on 

terms no less favourable to CSA’s branded marketers; (v) funding commitment by OTS of certain 

rebranding-related costs post-merger; (vi) maintenance of a certain level of B-BBEE shareholding in CSA 

post-merger; and (vi) commitment to a significant investment being made to deal with refinery capacity 

and related matters. 

 

1.5 Syaghoba 391 (Pty) Ltd (Syaghopa) and Xanadu Trade and Invest 311 (Pty) Ltd (Xanadu) v 

Antalis South Africa (Pty) Ltd (Antalis) 

 

The Commission has approved, without conditions, the proposed transaction whereby Syaghopa and 

Xanadu, intends to acquire Antalis. 

 

Syaghopa and Xanadu has been established specifically for the purposes of the proposed transaction and 

have not previously traded. Antalis provides distribution and supply of specialty paper, printing equipment, 

printing consumables, and related products, which includes the supply of coated, uncoated and carbonless 

paper, envelopes, electronic design equipment, design software and content management systems to 

printing companies, graphic designers, publishers, communication agencies and retailers.  
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The Commission found that the proposed transaction is unlikely to substantially prevent or lessen 

competition in any market. In addition, the proposed transaction is unlikely to raise any employment 

concerns. The proposed transaction does not raise any other public interest concerns. 

 

1.6 Addivant USA Holdings Corp (Addivant) v Schenectady International Group (SIG)   

 

The Commission has approved, without conditions, the proposed transaction whereby Addivant, intends 

to acquire SIG. 

 

Addivant is a global supplier of specialty additives including antioxidants, light stabilizers, rubber additives, 

polymer modifiers, metal deactivators, polymerization inhibitors and intermediaries used by customers to 

improve the production and performance of properties of plastics and rubbers.   

 

SIG is a manufacturer and supplier of performance additive and chemical intermediates. Globally, SIG 

operates through the five categories that include chemical intermediaries; process solutions; performance 

additives and health and wellness. In South Africa, SIG is active in the sale of process solutions and 

marginally, of chemical intermediaries. Some of the chemical intermediaries sold by SIG in South Africa 

are flame retardant chemicals applied on furniture to minimize the flammability as well as in fire 

extinguishers. Process solutions products include the oil additives that are used by the oil and lubricant 

manufactures when formulating different oils and lubricants. 

 

The Commission found that the proposed transaction is unlikely to prevent or substantially lessen 

competition in any relevant market in South Africa. In addition, the proposed transaction is unlikely to have 

a negative impact on employment. 

 

1.7 Symion (RF) (Pty) Ltd (Symion) v Province Lighting (Pty) Ltd (Province Lighting), Province 

Namibia CC (Province Namibia) and EB LED (Pty) Ltd (EB LED)  

 

The Commission has approved, without conditions, the proposed transaction whereby Symion, intends to 

acquire Province Lighting, Province Namibia and EB LED. 

 

Symion is a specialised holding company for businesses focused on the optimization of physical 

infrastructure through technology, which includes the provision of specialised products and services in the 

fields of safety and security technology, efficient lighting and automated buildings and infrastructure and 

renewable energy generation, storage and electric vehicle infrastructure.  

Province SA attends to the design, specification and supply of innovative lighting solutions, primarily 

comprising cutting-edge LED and conventional lighting products including amongst others aisle 

illumination lighting, amenity and street lighting, bollard lighting, bulkhead lighting, down lighters, exterior 

ground lighting, exterior recessed wall lighting, and exterior surface wall lighting.  
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The Commission found that the proposed transaction is unlikely to result in any substantial prevention or 

lessening of competition in the relevant market/s. Further, no job losses arise as a result of the proposed 

transaction. In addition, the proposed transaction is unlikely to raise any other public interest concerns. 

 

2. Non Referrals: The Commission has taken a decision to non-refer (not to prosecute) the 

following cases: 

 

2.1 Metal Free Dental (Pty) Ltd v Align Technology (USA) 

The Commission is of the view that the conduct complained of does not contravene the Competition Act. 

 

2.2  Anonymous v The South African Institute of Chartered Accountants  

The Commission is of the view that the conduct complained of does not contravene the Competition Act. 

 

2.3 Terence Henderson v Mr Tibor Szana DOL AND Mr Jakes Malatse DOL    

The Commission is of the view that the conduct complained of does not contravene the Competition Act. 

 

2.4 Anonymous v Standard Bank Ltd 

The Commission is of the view that the conduct complained of does not contravene the Competition Act. 

 

2.5  Wynand Engelbrecht v the City of Tshwane Metro Council  

The Commission is of the view that the conduct complained of does not contravene the Competition Act 

 

2.6  Farook Kadodia v Prime Media and Mega Spar Hammarsdale 

The Commission is of the view that the conduct complained of does not contravene the Competition Act 

 

2.7  Ralph Kujawa v Telkom SA SOC Ltd  

The Commission is of the view that the conduct complained of does not contravene the Competition Act 

 

[ENDS] 

 

Issued by:  

Sipho Ngwema, Head of Communications 

On behalf of: The Competition Commission of South Africa 

Tel: 012 394 3493 / 081 253 8889 

Email: SiphoN@compcom.co.za 

 

Find us on the following social media platforms: 

Twitter:                   @CompComSA 

Instagram:      Competition Commission SA 

mailto:SiphoN@compcom.co.za
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Facebook, Linkedin and YouTube:   The Competition Commission South Africa 


