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LATEST DECISIONS BY THE COMPETITION COMMISSION 

 

1.1 Blue Label Telecoms Limited (BLT) v Hyve Mobile Proprietary Limited and Mobile Content 

Africa Limited (Mauritius) (Hyve Mobile) 

 

The Commission has approved, without conditions, the proposed merger whereby BLT intends to acquire 

Hyve Mobile.  

 

In South Africa, BLT, through its various subsidiaries, produces and distributes a wide variety of secure 

electronic tokens of value and transactional services. The BLT Group’s product and service offerings 

include prepaid and post-paid airtime, prepaid electricity, bill payments, electronic funds transfer, gift 

vouchers, loyalty programmes, stored value cards, location based services and other tokens of value (both 

physical and virtual) that are allied to the telecoms, utilities, insurance, financial services and transport 

industries. 

 

Hyve Mobile offers content/ services to which audiences can subscribe. These services include games 

wireless application protocol (WAP) portals, football WAP portals but also news and other content 

messages delivered via short message service (SMS) and/ or unstructured supplementary service data 

USSD. 

 

The Commission found that the proposed transaction is unlikely to result in a substantial prevention or 

lessening of competition in any market. The Commission further found that the proposed transaction does 

not raise any public interest concerns. 

 

1.2 Crossfin Transactional Solutions (Pty) Ltd (Crossfin) v Sureswipe (Pty) Ltd (Sureswipe) 

 

The Commission has approved, without conditions, the proposed merger whereby Crossfin intends to 

acquire Sureswipe.  
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The Crossfin Group is an investment holding company focusing purely on the financial technology sector. 

Crossfin Group offers amongst others, Merchant Acquiring Services (MAS) and point of sale (“POS”) 

devices.  

 

Sureswipe offers MAS and POS devices to non-blue chip retailers in South Africa.  

 

The Commission found that the proposed transaction is unlikely to result in a substantial prevention or 

lessening of competition in any market. The Commission further found that the proposed transaction does 

not raise any employment or other public interest concerns. 

 

1.3 Isipho Capital Motors (Pty) Ltd (ICM) v The businesses of Hibiscus Motors Finance (Pty) 

Ltd (Hibiscus), Bate and Johnstone Motors (Pty) Ltd (BJM) 

 

The Commission has approved, without conditions, the proposed merger whereby ICM intends to acquire 

Hibiscus and BJM (Bates Motors). 

 

ICM, is a newly established entity. ICM is wholly controlled by Isipho Capital Holdings (Pty) Ltd (ICH). ICH 

controls various firms which include Kholeka Engineering (Pty) Ltd (KE), Smith Capital Equipment (Pty) 

Ltd (SCE), Mr. Coach (Pty) Ltd (MC) and Anderson and Kerr Engineering (Pty) Ltd (AKE). ICM and ICH 

with all its subsidiaries will collectively be referred to as the Acquiring Group.  

 

Bates Motors is a dealership, selling new and used Opel passenger vehicle and Isuzu light commercial 

vehicles and Isuzu heavy commercial vehicles (trucks). Bates Motors is also involved in the repair and 

service of these vehicles. 

 

The Acquiring Group is active in, amongst others, a manufacturer, importing and building of truck bodies, 

trailers and specialised terminal trailers. The truck bodies and trailers manufactured by Acquiring Group 

include; dropside bodies tautliners, tippers, people carriers, water tankers and trailers. KE is an approved 

Isuzu truck body builder in South Africa. 

 

The Commission considered the activities of the merging parties and found that the proposed transaction 

does not result in any horizontal overlap, because the Acquiring Group is not active in the retail of 

passenger and commercial vehicles. However, there is a vertical overlap in that the Acquiring Group is 

active in the manufacturing and supply of truck bodies and the target firm requires that the trucks it sells 

to its customers should be fitted with truck bodies.  Furthermore, the Acquiring Group has bought 

commercial vehicles (trucks) from the target firm and installed truck body on them for the acquiring firm’s 

customers. 
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The Commission found that the proposed transaction is unlikely to result in a substantial prevention or 

lessening of competition in the relevant markets. The Commission further found that the proposed 

transaction does not raise any employment or public interest concerns. 

 

1.4 BDO South Africa Incorporated (BDOSA) v BDO Cape Incorporated (BDOC) 

 

The Commission has approved, the proposed merger, without conditions, whereby BDOSA intends to 

acquire BDOC. 

 

BDOSA provides audit and assurance; business and advisory services that focus on the preparation of 

financial statements; cash flow forecasts; compliance reports; processing of accounting records; monthly 

management accounts; independent reviews and corporate finance to name a few. 

 

BDOC also provides audit and assurance; business and advisory services that focus on the preparation 

of financial statements; taxation; business restructure and corporate finance; retirement, financial and 

estate planning cash flow forecasts; compliance reports; independent reviews to name a few. 

 

The Commission found that the proposed transaction is unlikely to result in a substantial prevention or 

lessening of competition in the relevant markets. The Commission further found that the proposed 

transaction does not raise any employment and public interest concerns. 

 

1.5 Phakwe Witkop Investments (RF) (Pty) Ltd (Phakwe) v SunEdison Renewable Energy 

Holdings (Pty) Ltd (Sun Edison) 

 

The Commission has approved, the proposed merger, without conditions, whereby Phakwe intends to 

acquire Sun Edison. 

 

Phakwe is constituted of a number of investments in renewable energy projects in various provinces across 

South Africa.  

 

Sun Edison operates and maintains the Witkop solar photovoltaic power plant in the Limpopo Province.. 

 

The Commission found that the proposed transaction is unlikely to result in a substantial prevention or 

lessening of competition in any relevant market. The Commission further found that the proposed 

transaction does not raise any employment or other public interest concerns. 
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1.6 The Boeing Company (Boeing) v The Commercial Aviation Business (Target Business) of 

Embraer S.A (Embraer) 

 

The Commission has approved, the proposed merger, without conditions, whereby Boeing intends to 

acquire the Target Business of Embraer. 

 

Boeing’s activities include the design, manufacture and marketing of large commercial jetliners with a 

seating capacity of more than 120 seats. Further, Boeing is also a provider of aftermarket services for the 

aerospace market. Boeing’s services offerings include commercial and military airplanes, satellites, 

weapons, defence systems, launch systems, advanced information and communication systems, 

performance-based logistics and training.   

 

The Target Business designs, manufactures and markets commercial airplanes below 150 seats and 

provides aftermarket services for its airplanes including operational and technical support and training 

 

The Commission found that the proposed transaction is unlikely to result in a substantial prevention or 

lessening of competition in any relevant markets. The Commission further found that the proposed 

transaction does not raise any employment or public interest concerns. 

 

1.7 Little Manhattan Heights (Pty) Ltd (Little Manhattan Heights) v Central Property 

Development JHB (Pty) Ltd (CPD)in respect of Lotus Gardens Extensions 13 and 15 (Lotus 

Gardens) 

 

The Commission has approved, the proposed merger, without conditions, whereby Little Manhattan 

Heights intends to acquire Lotus Gardens from CPD. 

 

Little Manhattan Heights provides affordable residential housing in the main city centres, including 

Johannesburg CBD, Bloemfontein, Pretoria North, Pretoria West, Centurion and others.  

 

Lotus Gardens is comprised of several hundred residential housing units in Pretoria West.  

 

The Commission found that the proposed transaction is unlikely to result in a substantial prevention or 

lessening of competition in any relevant markets. The Commission further found that the proposed 

transaction does not raise any employment or public interest concerns. 

 

1.8 MIH eCommerce Holdings (Pty) Ltd (MIH eCommerce) v Seyfert Corrugated Western Cape 

(Pty) Ltd (WeBuyCars) 
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The Commission has recommended to Competition Tribunal (Tribunal) that the proposed acquisition of 

WeBuyCars (Pty) Ltd (WeBuyCars) by MIH eCommerce Holdings (Pty) Ltd (MIH eCommerce), an entity 

of the Naspers Group, be prohibited.  

 

MIH eCommerce wishes to acquire 60% of WeBuyCars. MIH eCommerce is mainly an investment 

holding company and does not itself supply any products or services in South Africa. MIH eCommerce 

has investments in OLX and the Naspers’ subsidiary, Car Trader, which operates as AutoTrader.  

 

Although the Commission found that the proposed transaction does not present any competitor 

(horizontal) overlap in South Africa as the Naspers Group is not active in the buying and selling of cars, 

however, it was found that the Naspers Group through Frontier Car Group Inc (FCG) has been 

anticipating entering the South African market for the wholesale and online buying of used cars in 

competition with WeBuyCars. These entry plans were thwarted directly as a result of the merger. 

 

Given this potential entry, the Commission assessed if the proposed merger will result in the removal of 

potential competition in South Africa as Naspers Group had plans to enter the South Africa niche 

wholesale buying of used car market segment utilising the instant cash model and compete directly 

against WeBuyCars.  

 

The Commission also notes that there is a vertical (supplier-customer relationship) overlap because 

Naspers Group owns and operates online classified automotive advertising platforms, e.g OLX and Auto 

Trader, and WeBuyCars utilises these platforms to either sell or purchase vehicles. Given the supplier-

customer relationship overlap, the Commission considered whether the merger will result in the 

exclusion of the competitors of WeBuyCars and or AutoTrader.  

 

With respect to the removal of potential competition concern, the Commission is of view that the 

proposed transaction will result in the removal of Naspers Group (FCG) as a potential effective 

competitor to WeBuyCars in the niche segment of wholesale and online buying of used cars using an 

instant cash model from the public and the consequent selling to dealers and others. This is the market 

segment that is currently dominated by WeBuyCars, which owns a significant share of this market. 

Furthermore, the proposed merger will likely result in a substantial lessening of competition through 

exclusion. With respect to exclusion, the Commission found that there are numerous ways in which 

Naspers can harness the complementarities between WeBuyCars and AutoTrader and/or OLX to the 

exclusion of effective competition against WeBuyCars rivals as well as other online platforms.  

 

WeBuyCars is a large and dominant wholesale and online buyer of used cars from the public. On the 

other hand, AutoTrader is the largest online classified platform and generates significant customer traffic 

such that it is a key and important online platform for traditional used car dealers seeking to sell their car 
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stock. Thus, it is the view of the Commission that the merged entity will have the ability to leverage its 

significant AutoTrader position as well as the OLX platform to exclude rivals of WeBuyCars 

 

Furthermore, the Commission finds that WeBuyCars will likely entrench its dominant position in the 

purchasing of used cars side, which dominance will also likely translate into dominance on the sell-side 

since if WeBuyCars can dominate the second hand cars stock in the market. In addition, Naspers’ 

platforms namely OLX and AutoTrader are likely to further entrench their respective positions in on-line 

advertising.  

 

The Commission is concerned that the proposed merger would result in the foreclosure of other 

traditional dealers, that is, rivals of WeBuyCars on the sell side. This is because AutoTrader is a 

significant platform on which many traditional dealers advertise their cars and has the ability and 

incentive to offer preferential treatment towards WeBuyCars. 

 

Overall, the proposed transaction is likely to substantially prevent or lessen competition in the relevant 

markets and result in used car customers paying higher prices in future than they would otherwise pay in 

a competitive environment. 

 

[ENDS] 
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