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LATEST DECISIONS BY THE COMPETITION COMMISSION 

 

1.1 Footgear (Pty) Ltd (Footgear) v The assets and business associated with the 

Edgars Active and High Key brands of Edcon Limited (the Target Business) 

 

The Commission has recommended that the Competition Tribunal (Tribunal) approve the 

proposed transaction whereby Footgear intends to acquire the Target Business without 

conditions. 

Footgear mainly operates as a retailer of branded and non-branded footwear and, on a limited 

scale, as a retailer of accessories and apparel. 

The Target Business is active in the retailing of branded and non-branded footwear, apparel 

and accessories. The Target Business comprises of approximately 116 retail stores across the 

continent (including 109 stores located in South Africa).    

The Commission found that the proposed transaction is unlikely to result in a substantial 

prevention or lessening of competition in any relevant markets. The Commission further found 

that the proposed transaction does not raise any public interest concerns. 

 

1.2 Saudi Arabian Oil Company (SAOC) v Saudi Basic Industries Corporation (SABIC) 

 

The Commission has recommended that the Tribunal approve the proposed transaction 

whereby SAOC intends to acquire the SABIC without conditions. 

SAOC controls a number of firms in different jurisdictions but does not control any firms in South 

Africa. SAOC is primarily engaged in the exploration, production and marketing of crude oil and 

to a lesser extent, in the production and marketing of refined products and petrochemicals. 
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SABIC is primarily active in the production and sale of commodity chemicals (including 

petrochemicals), intermediates, polymers (i.e. plastic), fertilizers and metals.    

 

The Commission found that the proposed transaction is unlikely to result in a substantial 

prevention or lessening of competition in any relevant markets. The Commission further found 

that the proposed transaction does not raise any public interest concerns. 

 

1.3 Bioko 752 (Pty) Ltd (Bioko) v Cargo Compass (South Africa) (Pty) Ltd (Cargo 

Compass) 

 

The Commission has recommended that the Tribunal unconditionally approves the proposed 

transaction whereby Bioko intends to acquire Cargo Compass. 

 

Bioko is a newly established company that was created for the purposes of the proposed 

transaction. Bioko is ultimately jointly controlled by FirstRand Ltd and Bopa Moruo Fund 

Managers (the “Acquiring Group”). 

 

The Acquiring Group is active in, inter alia, the provision of banking, asset management, 

financial services, industrial equipment rental and flexible packaging.  

 

Cargo Compass’ is a provider of freight forwarding services.  

 

The Commission found that the proposed transaction is unlikely to result in a substantial 

prevention or lessening of competition in any relevant markets. The Commission further found 

that the proposed transaction does not raise any public interest concerns. 
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1.4 The SPAR Group Limited (KMI) v Isigidi Trading 215 (Pty) Ltd (Isigidi) in respect of 

Marotiwa SUPERSPAR and Tropical Eden Trading 659 (Pty) Ltd (Tropical Eden) in 

respect of Moratiwa TOPS Shop 11/12, Moratiwa Crossing, Monsterius, Limpopo  

 

The Commission has unconditionally approved the proposed merger whereby SPAR Group 

intends to acquire Isigidi and Tropical Eden (Target Group). 

 

SPAR Group operates as the franchisor of the SPAR brand in South Africa. Spar Group is a 

wholesaler and retailer of dry goods, perishable goods, liquor, general merchandise and personal 

care products.  

 

The Target Group operates a Spar branded retail supermarket and liquor store.  

 

The Commission found that the proposed transaction is unlikely to result in a substantial 

prevention or lessening of competition in any relevant markets. The Commission further found 

that the proposed transaction does not raise any public interest concerns. 

 

1.5 TFC Operations (Pty) Ltd (TFC Opco) v Kathu Motors Close Corporation (Kathu 

Motors) 

 

 

The Commission has unconditionally approved the proposed merger whereby TFC Opco intends 

to acquire Kathu Motors. 

 

TFC Opco is a retail services group that supplies a variety of products and services mainly to 

customers operating in the agricultural sector, but also to the general public. These include 

agricultural requisites, financing services, grain handling and related services, irrigation, and fuel 

sales.  
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Kathu Motors operates a retail filling station in Khathu, Northern Cape under the Elegant Fuel 

brand, where it supplies petrol and diesel products to the general public. It also operates a 

butchery and non-branded convenience store on the premises which sells fast moving consumer 

goods, such as soft drinks, fresh food, processed food, tobacco products and other consumables. 

 

The Commission found that the proposed transaction is unlikely to result in a substantial 

prevention or lessening of competition in any relevant markets. The Commission further found 

that the proposed transaction does not raise any public interest concerns. 

 

1.6 TFC Operations (Pty) Ltd (TFC Opco) v Akasia Motors (Pty) Ltd (Akasia Motors)  

 

The Commission has unconditionally approved the proposed merger whereby TFC Opco 

intends to acquire Akasia Motors. 

 

TFC Opco is a retail services group that supplies a variety of products and services mainly to 

customers operating in the agricultural sector, but also to the general public. These include 

agricultural requisites, financing services, grain handling and related services, irrigation, and 

fuel sales.  

  

Akasia Motors operates a fuel retail station in Kathu, Northern Cape under the brand Engen 

Akasia where it supplies petrol and diesel products to the general public. It also operates an OK 

convenience store on the premises which sells fast moving consumer goods such as soft 

drinks, fresh food, processed food, tobacco products and other consumables. 

  

The Commission found that the proposed transaction is unlikely to result in a substantial 

prevention or lessening of competition in any relevant markets. The Commission further found 

that the proposed transaction does not raise any public interest concerns. 
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1.7 Epsidon Technology Holdings (Pty) Ltd (Epsidon) v Nology (Pty) Ltd (Nology) and 

Nology Distribution (Pty) Ltd (Nology Distribution)  

 

The Commission has unconditionally approved the proposed merger whereby Epsidon intend to 

acquire Nology and Nology Distribution (Target Firms). 

 

Epsidon forms part of the First Tech Group, a South African based provider of information 

technology (IT) solutions, services, software, and IT related hardware. The First Tech Group 

consists of two divisions, namely the distribution and the reseller division. The Distribution Division 

distributes IT related hardware and software through distribution licenses granted by the likes of 

IBM, Microsoft, Hitachi, Lenovo and Oracle. The Distribution Division also offers resellers access 

to a wide array of leading cloud services, such as Microsoft's Azure Cloud Services and Amazon 

Web Services. 

The Target Firms import, distribute and sell IT related hardware to resellers. These products can 

be broken down into the following categories: (i) connectivity: which includes DSL and LTE 

routers, fibre, data cables and related accessories; (ii) networking: which includes home Wi-Fi, 

switches, business Wi-Fi, cloud access devices and related accessories and; (iii) Voice over 

Internet Protocol (VOIP): which includes desktop phones, cordless phones, conference phones, 

headsets, video conferencing devices, softphones and related accessories. 

 

The Commission found that the proposed transaction is unlikely to result in a substantial 

prevention or lessening of competition in any relevant markets. The Commission further found 

that the proposed transaction does not raise any public interest concerns.   

 

2 Non-Referrals: The Commission has taken a decision to non-refer (not to prosecute) 

the following cases: 

 

2.1 Pravin Narsai v Bolton Footwear (Pty) Ltd 

 

The Commission is of the view that the conduct complained of does not contravene the 

Competition Act. 

 

[ENDS] 
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Issued by:  

Sipho Ngwema, Head of Communications 

On behalf of: The Competition Commission of South Africa 

Tel: 012 394 3493 / 081 253 8889 

Email: SiphoN@compcom.co.za 

 

Find us on the following social media platforms: 

Twitter:                   @CompComSA 

Instagram:      Competition Commission SA 
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